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"For evil to flourish, it only requires good men to do nothing."

Holocaust Memorial Service at the Peace
Garden
Mr James, Mr Burrill and some Year 10 students
attended the Holocaust Memorial Day service at
the Peace Garden on Tuesday, 1st February, at
1pm. Guest speakers included Pastor Geert Tap,
Pastor John Surridge, and leaders and faith leaders in the community. Dame Helen Hyde was also
invited to speak. In 2012, Helen was made Dame
Commander of the British Empire for her service
to national education and Holocaust education.
Year 10 students represented the school at this
annual Holocaust Memorial Day service.
Theodore and Belicia were nominated by Mr Burrill, and they brilliantly delivered a very powerful
shared reading of two poems. The first poem was
called ‘First They Came’ by Martin Niemoller.
First they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Socialist
Then they came for the trade unionists

Simon Wiesentha

And I did not speak out
Because I was not a trade unionist
Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew
Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me
Year 10 student Theodore had this to say about the
event.
The Year 10 history students went along with Mr
James and Mr Burrill to the Peace Garden for a
Holocaust Memorial Day service. When we arrived,
we were greeted by friendly guests and also Mr
Enoch. One of the guest speakers spoke about
how their family members
were affected by the Holocaust.
I read a poem titled ‘First They
Came’, and Belicia read a poem
titled ‘The Butterfly’. Various
speakers from across the community spoke about the Holocaust and how, as humans, we
need to make sure it is never
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repeated. Mr James lit a candle, and we observed
two minutes of silence to commemorate those
who died in the Holocaust. We closed in prayer, and
the Pastor then led everyone to the church for
some refreshments.

is still expected that our staff respond within 48
hours to the emails you send. If staff fail to respond,
please let me know and I will support you as parents to see how best to move forward with your
concerns.

Holocaust Memorial Day is the day for everyone to
remember the millions of people murdered in the
Holocaust, under Nazi persecution, and in the genocides that followed, in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia
and Darfur.

Welcome, Mr Burrill

Year 8 Visit to Burston Garden Centre
Our trip to Burston Garden Centre was very fun
and educational. We had lots of fun with our
friends and we had the opportunity to choose the
seeds that we will plant in the Greenhouses. We
also saw really big and small fishes. There were
snakes, lizards and turtles. Before we left, we had
cakes and hot chocolate. We really enjoyed the Day
- Reevka
The trip was exciting and I learnt the names of different plants. There was this cool snake that I liked
and if I had money I would have bought it.-Antony
We were all very excited to see the fishes, plants
and reptiles. We saw the plants first; we even had
the chance to try the Venus fly trap safely so that
we don’t affect it. We looked at the seeds and
picked out a few verities of seeds to plant. We took
lots of pictures and videos especially when we
went to the reptile section. I had a very fun time.Sarai
It was exciting and educational. We saw all the
plants, reptiles and different shapes, size and colour fishes. We saw a python and bugs such as
grasshoppers and spiders! It was so nice to see all
of God’s creation. We also saw different seeds and
cactus. I had a great time.-Sarah
We saw lots of plants, fishes and reptiles. After that,
we went to the café and Mrs Gengan kindly
bought us all a hot chocolate and a cake.-Mica

Communicating with Staff and Formal
Complaints
I have had a few concerns raised by parents recently that teaching staff have failed to respond to their
emails in a reasonable period. Despite staff being
incredibly busy at the moment, due to the impact
of the pandemic and a high level of staff absence, it

Mr Jack Burrill will be taking over as the humanities
teacher in Mr Amos' absence.
From a very early age, Mr Burrill always wanted to
be a teacher. He remembers being the student
who was keen to help and teach fellow students.
He believes that facilitating and encouraging learning in others is incredibly important and believes
that each and every student is unique and brings
with them into the classroom their own set of
views, beliefs and experiences.
Mr Burrill states that, 'For effective learning to occur, for all learning groups, there has to be efficient
differentiation. An efficient, learning-orientated
and well-behaved class stems from students having appropriately challenging work for their ability'.
He takes pride in his ability to understand the students in his classes, and he creates a variety of work
that enhances their learning. He believes that for
students to flourish, the learning environment
must be safe and conducive towards learning.
Welcome to the Stanborough team, Mr Burrill.

Welcome, Mr Musa
We also welcome Mr Lovemore Musa to the teaching team. He will be teaching computer science
and citizenship on Mondays and Tuesdays, and he
brings a wealth of experience. Mr Musa taught for
13 years in Zimbabwe one year in the UK and has
significant experience with and understanding of
teaching children with learning difficulties. He
prides himself in developing an excellent rapport
with students at all levels and fosters a classroom
environment that is conducive to learning and promoting excellent student engagement.
Welcome to the Stanborough team, Mr Musa.

Students in the Local Church Christmas
Eve Service
Our wonderfully talented students were invited to
our local church, Stanborough Park Church, to take
part in their Christmas Eve service.
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The service went exceptionally well, and the addition of our students made the service quite wonderful.
1. Sabbath Worship Service (18 December 2021
https://livestream.com/accounts/640318/
events/3160916/videos/228146876
Reading by Neriya at timestamp 32.20, followed
by a piano duet by Neriya and Gaia at 35.25.
2. Christmas Eve Service (24 December 2021)
https://livestream.com/accounts/640318/
events/3160916/videos/228257362
The specific timings where our students actively
took part: Ted at 18.30 and 22.08; and Kari at
26.10 and 31.55.
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gang association
parental concerns, and leaving home or care without explanation
suspicion of self-harm, physical assault or unexplained injuries
significant decline in school performance, and
changes in emotional wellbeing
Below you will find a link to a guidance booklet to
help raise awareness of county lines. If you have
any concerns about your child being at risk of criminal exploitation, contact us at school for further
guidance and support.

Safeguarding: Understanding County
Lines
On 7th January, Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead Mr James presented a key topic to
students called ‘County Lines’. As parents/carers,
you may well have seen news items referring to the
threat of county lines with respect to schoolchildren. The term 'county lines' refers to urban gangs
supplying drugs to suburban areas, as well as to
market and coastal towns, by using dedicated mobile phone lines, or 'deal lines'. Gangs use children
and vulnerable people to move drugs and money
to these areas. Once caught up in county lines, exploited individuals are at risk of extreme physical
and/or sexual violence, gang recriminations and
trafficking.
As part of the Serious Violence Strategy, the Home
Office is helping to raise awareness of county lines
among frontline staff including teachers, health
workers and those who work in the transport,
housing and security sectors. These people are
most likely to encounter individuals at risk. This will
help staff spot potential victims and report concerns in order to more effectively safeguard our
young people.
A young person who is involved in county lines activity might show some of these signs:
persistently absence from school or home, or being
found out-of-area
unexplained acquisition of money, clothes or mobile phones
excessive receipt of texts or phone calls
relationships with controlling, older individuals or

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-andvulnerable-adults-county-lines/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerableadults-county-lines

Mathematics Challenge Results
Over the duration of the autumn term, the Mathematics Department ran a weekly maths challenge.
Students were alerted to a new question, which
was posted on the bulletin board, and had one
week in which to respond. The challenge was such
a success that teachers and support staff started to
partake in stretching their minds.
Those students who handed in the first correct solution were awarded three merits, the second solution, two merits, and the third solution, one merit.
Towards the end of the term, the challenges were
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posted via email and, within hours, students responded with their answers. It was very exciting to
see the proper maths jargon being used and full
solutions with logic and reason clearly laid out. The
flood of emails had to be timestamped to ensure
the correct student was given the allotted number
of merits. Some students were so engaged in getting the answer correct that they would submit up
to three different emails.
To entice more students to participate, a grand
prize was offered to the student who received the
most merits. This was collated in the last week of
the autumn term, and the prizes were handed out
during the first assembly of the spring term.
Despite a heavy workload, struggles with transport,
mock exams and the many other issues that come
with being in Year 11, Oluwatobiloba (Tobi, for short)
achieved the most merits. Weekly, she would slip a
sheet of paper under the door, either working on
the solution alone or with a partner. Her enthusiasm each week was a breath of fresh air.
One of our Year 7 students, Neriya, who has been in
secondary school only for a term, came in second
place, and Daniella, in Year 9, showed some great
answers, pulling into third place.
We recognise these students and staff who took
time out of their days to take part and for a job well
done. We hope to encourage some of the other
departments to challenge our students’ other
amazing talents.

LEGO Competition in Birmingham University
This year, a team of 10 students had the privilege to
take part in the FIRST LEGO League Cargo Connect Competition. The aim of the game was to
transport cargo across the map and help get it on
its way. Students built different parts of a robot to
complete a variety of missions. The more missions

they completed, the more points they received.
There was also a Q&A session with the judges
about the design of their robot, an innovation project and what they had learnt from this experience.
The participating students articulated these core
values they had utilised in the competition:
Communication – Without good communication,
we would not have been able to complete the
tasks quickly and strategically.
Friendship – Although the team was made up of
people from different classes, we had fun and
helped each other.
Teamwork – We had to work together as a team to
get as many points as possible and make sure that
everyone had a role.
Innovation – We created new ideas and designs for
our robot to make them practical for the missions.
Design – We had to be creative and unique when it
came to designing a robot and its different parts.
The students came home with two trophies: one
for the best-designed robot and the other for winning the most points during the game. Overall, the
FIRST LEGO League positively influenced each of
the students on the team and taught them some
important skills and values. The students said they
were grateful for this opportunity and look forward
to taking part again next year.
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Safeguarding: Talking to Your Child About
Online Sexual Harassment: A guide for Parents

Talking to our children about this issue can be difficult. Parents tell us they sometimes feel uncomfortable, not just because of the sexualised nature
of the topic, but also because their children know
more about technology than they do. For mums,
dads and carers who grew up without
smartphones, the whole online world can feel bewildering.
You can find a useful parents' information guide
here: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2021/12/
cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_ha
rassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf

Lunchtime Food Provision
Our contract with Hertfordshire Catering Limited
has come to an end, and we are looking to explore
new options. Therefore, we will now be providing
these meals internally through Mrs Buraglio, who is
a skilled and qualified catering manager. Unfortunately, whilst we are modifying staff timetables, this
will mean that lunch will only be offered on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for the first three

Monday

weeks back after the February half term. We will
update parents on the situation in a few weeks to
see if we can provide a lunch option on Thursdays.
The lunch menu for the first week back is below. It
is important to note that students will be required
to choose their food option in the morning during
registration each day. They will not be able to
change their mind, as we will be cooking the exact
number of meals required for each day. Parents
will then be invoiced for the amount of £3.85 per
meal in their following termly invoice.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Pasta with cheese sauce / vegan/
plain pasta available

Chili no carne with rice

Veggie frittata / vegan available

No-meat burgers with buttery
potatoes

Nachos with tomato salsa and/or
cheese / vegan available

No-meat balls with pasta / plain
pasta available

Salad or mixed vegetables
Bread

Salad or peppers
Bread

Sweetcorn and peas / salad
Bread

Dessert or fruit

Dessert or fruit

Dessert or fruit
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Events and key dates
Spring Term (Second
Half) Starts

21/2/2022

Spiritual Emphasis
Week

7/3/2022

Cross Country

9/3/2022

Red Nose Day

11/3/2022

PTA Day of Fellowship

12/3/2022

Arts Festival

24/3/2022

Celebration Assembly

1/4/2022

EASTER HOLIDAY

1/4/2022

Summer Team (First
Half) starts

20/04/2022

Enrolment is open!
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to discuss our
admissions procedure further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.

Stanborough School
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Stanborough Park
Watford, Hertfordshire WD25 9JT
www.spsch.org
info@spsch.org
01923 673268

Contacting a member of staff
We are always looking at ways to increase

parental engagement and have introduced a
new way for parents to contact members of
staff. If you need to contact a member of staff,
please feel free to use the Contact page on our
website. Members of staff will get back to you
within 48 hours.
http://www.spsch.org/contact/

