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     Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) 

Headteacher’s Message  

I would like to thank parents, carers and families 
for their support during this term. As a school 
community we have worked together to navigate 
the impact of the pandemic and do the very best 
for our young people despite the difficulties we 
have faced. We have seen our students flourish in 
the classroom and many have made excellent 
progress since the start of the academic year.  

 We look forward to the New Year with renewed 
hope at the prospect of students continuing to 
receive their vaccinations but as we know, there is 
still a long way to go until we are fully managing 
the impact of the new Omicron variant. We must 
continue to do everything we can to mitigate the 
spread of the disease especially since there has 
been a rapid spread of the Omicron variant in re-
cent days. 

 In all the difficulties and uncertainties, we can 
find God’s gift of peace that we can share, just as 
we can have hope and share that hope. As we 
move from the season of expectation and prepa-
ration of advent into the festive period, I would 
like to wish you and your families the blessings of 
hope, joy, love and peace this Christmastime.  

Thank you, parents, for your continued support, 
your incredible generosity and understanding 
over the past year. We have been through a lot of 
highs and lows, but we can safely say that there 
has not been another year quite like this in living 
memory. You are a wonderful community, and I 
am very proud to be the Headteacher of such a 
wonderful school. Over the last few weeks, I have 
received so many messages from parents giving 

their thanks to our staff for all their hard work and 
ensuring their children are safe and educated.  

 I will continue to do my best to keep the school 
open every day for all students in January, unless 
we are advised against doing so by the govern-
ment, or it is unsafe to do so.  I truly believe it is the 
best thing not only for their education but also 
their physical and mental wellbeing. It brings me a 
great relief to know that if we do have to make the 
decision once again, to ask students to learn from 
home, our parents have and will support us in do-
ing so. 

Thank you, Pastor Sweeney and welcome 
Pastor Brooks 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
Governors and in particular Pastor Sweeney (Chair 
of Governors) as he moves on to a new post of 
Field Secretary at the Trans-European Division 
(TED). Ian Sweeney has been unwavering in his 
support throughout this term and his commit-
ment to doing his best for everyone at Stanbor-
ough was very clear. From the start of January, we 
will warmly welcome our new Chair of Governors 
and President of the BUC, Pastor Eglan Brooks.  

Pastor Brooks began his 
training for ministry at 
Northern Caribbean Univer-
sity (formerly West Indies 
College) and completed his 
graduate studies with an 
MA in Old Testament Stud-
ies and Pastoral Admin-
istration from Newbold Col-
lege in 1991.  
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As Pastor Brooks begins his new role leading Sev-
enth-day Adventists in the UK and Ireland, he ex-
presses confidence that "in all that will happen, the 
Lord Himself will lead this Church. I am also confi-
dent that this Church can make a difference in this 
world." 

We would like to wish Mr Vakilpour the best of luck 
as he has recently accepted a new, full-time teach-
ing post closer to home. Mr Vakilpour has helped 
many of our students develop their computing 
skills and he will be truly missed.  

Unfortunately, Mr Amo will not be with us for the 
near future due to personal reasons and we wish 
him all the best. In the meantime, I will be seeking 
to recruit a permanent computing teacher and a 
humanities teacher in the short term to cover in Mr 
Amo’s absence.  

Carol Service  7th of December 2021  

Our annual Carol Service took place at Stanbor-
ough Church and included an opening prayer by 
Pastor Ray Patrick, Benediction from Pastor Geert 
Tap and readings including  ‘‘The Birth of Jesus 

Christ’’ by Fae, ‘’Christ’s Birth and Role of Peace and 
Justice are Foretold by Isaiah’’ by Sarai, ‘‘The Word 
Became Flesh’’ by Lincoln, ‘‘How the Birth of Jesus 
Christ Came About’’ by Theodore, ‘‘The Shepherds 
Go to Bethlehem’’ by Kari, ‘Adam and Eve rebel 
against God’’ by Neriya.  

 We also had the pleasure of seeing various musical 
items including: 

 Prelude: Silent Night, Holy Night Choir 

 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Gaia and Neriya 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful” Congregation  
 ‘‘What Child is This?’’ Belicia, Kari, Adri-

an, Toma  

 ‘‘Away in a Manger’’ Hand Bells (Year 
7)  

 ‘’The First Noel’’  Adrian  and To-
ma 

 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  Congregation 
 ‘’In the Black Midwinter'' Handbell En-

semble 
  ‘‘In Dulci Jubilo’’ Guitar Ensemble   
 ‘’Joy to the World” Orchestra  
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Congregation 

The Headteacher reminded us that the last few 
years have been extraordinary years globally, and 
in our school family we have seen the challenges of 
tragedy hit some of our loved ones like you would-
n’t believe. He emphasised that we still stand here 
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Parent Survey 
At Stanborough, we are always analysing ways to 
improve the quality of education that we provide to 
our students. We have listened to the constructive 
feedback and will focus on areas, such as 
communications with parents.  

We would ask parents to please complete the 
attached survey as this will help to improve 
standards at our school. This will assist us in:  

 Finding out what we are doing well and what we 
could do better. 

 Deciding on which areas 
to prioritise when 
developing our school 
improvement plan. 

 Ensuring we are meeting 
the needs of you and 
your children. 

https://forms.gle/LpEjFLabSoZtYXn5A 

today as one community and one of the marvel-
lous things about a community like ours is that it 
enables us to welcome and help people in a way 
we couldn't as individuals.  

The evening was a reminder that, where possible 
and when it is safe to do so,  we do not neglect our 
meetings together, as some people do, but encour-
age one another. The truth is, we need each other. 
We need to trust, rely, and depend on one another.  

So as we were entertained by our musicians during 
the evening, we took this as an opportunity to re-
member that ‘’alone we can do so little but as the 

caring and collaborative community that we are, 
together we can do so much’’ 

 Please find below the Carol Service links: 

Trailer: https://youtu.be/KT2mhAznoM4  

Full programme: https://youtu.be/VBCS3di_NyU 

Appeal   

We have an incredible group of talented musicians 
across key stages 3 and 4, however it is a small 
group. Many students are put off by the cost of in-
dependent education and, we would like to pro-
vide for those musically talented students by spon-
soring their fees. Offerings will provide exactly that, 
an opportunity for the most talented musicians to 
apply for a music scholarship and can attend our 
wonderful school.  

How to Help!  

Any small amount will help.   

Please contact the school office    
Phone: +44 (0)1923 673 268   

Email: info@spsch.org   

Or    

Bank Transfer   
Name of Account: Stanborough School   

Sort Code: 40-45-28   
Account No.91041274 

https://forms.gle/LpEjFLabSoZtYXn5A
https://forms.gle/LpEjFLabSoZtYXn5A
https://youtu.be/KT2mhAznoM4
https://youtu.be/VBCS3di_NyU
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EFFORT/HARDWORKING, CONSISTENCY & MOST IMPROVED AWARDS.  

Congratulations to the following students who achieved either most improved, consistency or effort 
awards in English, PE and Humanities. The celebration assembly took place on Friday 17th December 2021. 

FACULTIES:  HUMANITES AND LANGUAGE ARTS/PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

CLASS SUBJECT MOST IMPROVED 
EFFORT/
HARDWORKING 

CONSISTENCY 

YEAR 7 

ENGLISH 

Yusuf Anaiah Neriya 

YEAR 8 Mark Antony Thespina 

YEAR 9  Nicole Yaniel 

YEAR 10 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 Kari  

YEAR 11    

YEAR 10 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

  Kari 

YEAR 11  Leah  

YEAR 7 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Yusuf Adithiyan Anaiah 

YEAR 8 Ruby Anthony Thespina 

YEAR 9 Joel Stephanie Nicole 

YEAR  10 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

Toma Adrian Kari 

YEAR 11 James Oluwatobiloba Leah 

YEAR 7 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Adithiyan Hazel Edward 

YEAR 8 Sarai Micah Thespina 

YEAR 9 Folahan Joel Nicole 

YEAR 10 Belicia Adrian Theadore 

YEAR 11 Jude Oluwatobiloba Prem 

Year 7 

Geography 

Adithiyan Yusuf  Neriya & Anaiah 

Year 8 Mark & Eshwa Ariella  Reevka & Thespina 

Year 9 
Chukwnedu &  
Fae 

Nicole Yaneil & Yaqoub 

Year 10  - Adrian Kari 

Year 11 Lincoln Christabel Leah 

History 

Year 7 Yusuf Anaiah Siphosenkosi 

Year 8 Antony Ariella Ruby 

Year 9 
Joel & 
Chukwnedu 

Stephanie Yaqoub 

Year 10 Ziphozenkosi Michelle Theodore 

Year 11 Prem James Toluwani 
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WhatsApp - Minimum age restriction 

Parents and students are reminded that the mini-
mum age of use for WhatsApp is 16 years old. It had 
previously dropped to 13 years old but in April 2018 
returned to 16, as a response to data-protection 
legislation. We have already been informed that 
some of our younger students are part of 
WhatsApp groups and have experienced bullying. 
We are strongly advising parents to check and in-
sist that their child is not accessing WhatApp if 
they are under 13 and read the following infor-
mation on how to keep their child safe if they are 
using this: What parents need to know:  
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/whatsapp 

What to do if you're being bullied on a social net-
work 

Bullying on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
WhatsApp, Instagram, Snapchat or TikTok 

With the increase of social networking sites, online 
activity and messaging apps, cyberbullying is on 
the increase. At least two million British children 
experience online bullying each year, with more 
than a quarter of them finding it to be worse dur-
ing lockdowns compared to when schools are 
open, according to research by USwitch( https://
www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-
say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-
lockdown/).  

Key points:  

 Don't get into arguments online. If you break 
the rules of whichever site you're on then the 
content is likely to be removed and you might 
have your membership terminated 

 You can report bullying to an organisation 
called Report Harmful Content (https://
reportharmfulcontent.com/) online and they can 
help to get things taken down 

 Be wary of using hashtags as that can open up 
your post to be visible on that particular hashtag 
thread on any social network or app.  

Sharing information,  images and videos 

Young people often share images or ‘selfies’ and 
there is potential for some of those to be nude or 
nearly nude images. They share ‘nudes’ for a num-
ber of different reasons, and some situations are 
riskier than others.  

For information about the contexts in which imag-

es are shared and how best to respond, take a look 
at nude selfies: a parents guide (https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-
selfies-a-parents-guide/). 

If your child enjoys being online and uses social 
media apps, games and more, it’s important you 
know how to protect their personal information 
and support them to make safe choices about 
what they share online.  

Read this parents guide to personal information 
(https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/
parents-guide-to-personal-information2/) and how 
to protect it (https://parentinfo.org./article-your-
child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-
it-online-secondary)for more information to sup-
port your child. 

Some of the most popular apps, sites and games 
are designed to make it easy to share information 
online. But once information is shared, you can 
never be sure who has seen it, saved it or shared it.  

If your child has shared something online, they 
wish they hadn’t – don’t panic. Read my child has 
shared too much online (https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-
has-shared-too-much-online/) for advice on how to 
support your child. 

Anti-Bullying Week 15th -19th November 

Anti-Bullying Week took place on Monday 15th – 
Friday 19th November and had the theme ‘One 
Kind Word’. It was coordinated by the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance, which is based at leading children’s chari-
ty the National Children’s Bureau. In line with our 
vision to stop bullying and create safer environ-
ments in which our students can live, grow, play 
and learn, we put in place numerous activities for 
students to participate in throughout the week. 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/whatsapp
https://www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-lockdown/
https://www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-lockdown/
https://www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-lockdown/
https://www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-lockdown/
https://www.uswitch.com/media-centre/2021/02/children-say-cyberbullying-has-worsened-during-lockdown/
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Nude-selfies-a-parents-guide/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-personal-information2/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-personal-information2/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-personal-information2/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-personal-information2/
https://parentinfo.org./article-your-child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-it-online-secondary
https://parentinfo.org./article-your-child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-it-online-secondary
https://parentinfo.org./article-your-child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-it-online-secondary
https://parentinfo.org./article-your-child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-it-online-secondary
https://parentinfo.org./article-your-child-s-personal-information-and-how-to-protect-it-online-secondary
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My-child-has-shared-too-much-online/
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This included ‘Odd Socks Day’ which took place on 
Monday 15th November and was a chance to cele-
brate Anti-Bullying Week in a positive way by ask-
ing students to wear odd socks to school.   

Bullying affects everyone, not just the bullies and 
the victims. It also affects those children who ob-
serve and less aggressive pupils may be drawn in 
by group pressure. Bullying rarely can only be ad-
dressed if it is reported. Jokes, insults, written 
abuse, violence and threatening or intimidating 
behaviour are found in our society, but we believe 
that no one person or group should have to accept 
this type of behaviour. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOU ARE BEING 
BULLIED? 

 Remember that your silence is the bully’s great-
est weapon. 

  Tell yourself that you do not deserve to be bul-
lied and that it is WRONG. 

 Be proud of who you are - it is good to be individ-
ual. 

 Try not to show that you are upset. This is hard 
but a bully thrives on someone’s fear. 

 Stay with a group of friends / people. 

 Be assertive – shout “NO!” Walk away confident-
ly.  Go straight to an adult and tell them. 

 Fighting back may make things worse.  If you 
decide to fight back, talk to a teacher or your 
parent / guardian first. 

 Generally it is best to tell a grown up whom you 
trust straight away.  They will support you.  
Teachers will take you seriously and will help to 
stop the bullying without making things worse 
for you. 

 IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE IS BEING BUL-
LIED 

 Take action.  Watching and doing nothing looks 
as if you are on the side of the bully.  It makes 
the victim feel more unhappy and alone. 

 If you feel you cannot get involved, tell a grown 
up straight away.  Teachers have ways of dealing 
with the bully without getting you into trouble. 

 Do not be, or pretend to be friends with a bully. 

 AS A PARENT 

 Look for unusual behaviour in your children.  For 
example, they may suddenly decide they do not 
wish to attend school, they may feel ill regularly 
or not be doing as well with their work. 

 Always take an active role in your child’s educa-
tion.  Ask how their day has gone, whom they 
played with etc. 

 If you feel your child may be a victim of bullying 
behaviour, let the school know. 

 Your concern will be taken seriously and appro-
priate action will follow. 

 It is important that you advise your child not to 
fight back.  It can make matters worse. 

 Tell your child that there is nothing wrong with 
him / her.  It is not his/her fault that they are be-
ing bullied. 

 Make sure your child knows our policy on bully-
ing and that they need not be afraid to ask for 
help. 

WHAT IS BULLYING? 

Bullying can occur through several types of anti-
social behaviour: 
 
 Physical – a child may be physically punched, 

kicked, hit spat at etc. 
 Verbal – verbal abuse can take the form of 

name-calling. It may be directed towards gen-
der, ethnic origin, physical or social disability or 
personality. 

 Exclusion – a child may be bullied simply by be-
ing excluded from, or left out of discussions / 
activities by those they believe to be their 
friends. 

 Damage to property or theft – pupils may have 
their property damaged or stolen. The bully 
may use physical threats in order that property 
is handed over to him or her. 

 Cyber bullying - All areas of internet, such as 
email and internet chat Twitter, Facebook mis-
use 
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 Contacting a member of staff  

We are always looking at ways to increase 
parental engagement and have introduced a 
new way for parents to contact members of 
staff. If you need to contact a member of staff, 
please feel free to use the Contact page on our 
website. Members of staff will get back to you 
within 48 hours.  

http://www.spsch.org/contact/ 

Events and key dates  

INSET Day 04/01/2022 

Spring Term (First Half) 
Starts 

05/01/2022 

Health Week 10/01/2022 

Swimming Gala 27/01/2022 

Non-uniform Day 01/02/2022 

Safer Internet Day 08/02/2022 

Y9 Option Preferences 
Meeting 

08/02/2022 

Banquet for Pupils and 
Staff * 

10/02/2022 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 12/02/2022 

School Commences 21/02/2022 

NEW ITALIAN CLUB 

WANT TO LEARN ANOTHER LANGUAGE? 

WANT TO ORDER A PIZZA  
IN A RESTAURANT IN ROME? 

COME ALONG! 

IN THE LIBRARY  
WEDNESDAY – AFTER SCHOOL 3.35-4.30 

FROM 12TH JANUARY 

 TEACHER: MRS MOLTENI 

Enrolment is open!  
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to discuss our 

admissions procedure further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.  

http://www.spsch.org/contact/
mailto:info@spsch.org

