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Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)

Covid-19 Updates
Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi has written
the following open letter to parents, carers and
guardians about the importance of vaccination
against COVID-19 for children aged 12 to 15 and
how getting the vaccine has been made even
easier for them:
Dear parents, carers and guardians,
It remains my top priority as education secretary
to protect education and make sure children are
spending as much time as possible in the classroom.
Last month, the UK chief medical officers recommended that the government extends the offer of
a single dose of the COVID-19 vaccine to all 12 to 15
-year-olds. This has been approved as safe and effective for this age group by the UK medicines
regulator, the MHRA.
It is estimated that this country’s world-leading
vaccination programme has saved more than
120,000 lives. Vaccinations are building a wall of
defence across the country, and it is important
that as many young people as possible take up
the offer so we can continue to keep these defences strong.
Young people aged 12 to 15 can now book an appointment using the NHS book a vaccination service. Where possible, appointments should be
booked outside of school hours to avoid missing
school.

Getting the vaccine is one of the best things young
people can do to protect themselves and those
around them, and I want to encourage you to consider the new option for them to have their jab at a
vaccination centre locally, as well as the option to
have it in school.
Having the vaccine makes us all less likely to catch
the virus and less likely to pass it on and so it will
be important in ensuring children can do the
things they love, like seeing their grandparents
during the Christmas holiday. Young people who
get COVID-19 will miss school and may spread it to
others. That is why we are encouraging you all to
support your children to get vaccinated.
The school-based COVID-19 vaccination programme has already vaccinated nearly half a million young people and visited thousands of
schools. If your child is 12 or older on the day the
vaccinations are taking place in school, they will be
able to access a vaccine.
Further information about vaccinations for 12 to 15year-olds can be found at the NHS website here.
It is also particularly important that young people
take a COVID-19 test and report the result before
returning to school after
the half term break, helping to make sure we keep
the virus out of education.
Together, we will beat this
virus and protect the education of our children.
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Parent Survey
At Stanborough, we are always analysing ways to
improve the quality of education that we provide
to our students. We have listened to the constructive feedback and will focus on areas, such as communications with parents, for the next school year.
We would ask parents to please complete the attached survey as this will help to improve standards at our school. This will assist us in:






Finding out what we
are doing well and
what we could do better.
Deciding on which areas to prioritise when
developing our school
improvement plan.
Ensuring we are meethttps://forms.gle/LpEjFLabSoZtYXn5A
ing the needs of you
and your children.

GL Assessments
Ongoing measurement of a child’s progress is critical to ensure that what they learn is understood
and developed. Our standardised GL assessments
measure attainment in the core curriculum subjects of English, mathematics and science, as part
of a baselining process, and to track the child’s progress year-on-year. The assessments help to pinpoint gaps in attainment compared with national
benchmarks and they provide additional insights
regarding the GCSE. These assessments have been
sent home to parents recently. It is imperative that
parents discuss the assessments with their child to
ensure that they are clear on their areas for development and to support their child in this regard.

Speech Night
For the first time
in many months ,
a large audience
at Stanborough
Secondary School
celebrated the
successes and
achievements of
our incredibly
hardworking students and to thank our dedicated and committed
staff and parents. The speakers included guest
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speaker Dr Valerie Bernard-Allan, headteacher—Mr
James, head girl—Leah R and head boy—Lincoln
O.
Superb speeches and reports, together with performances from our school choir and orchestra,
ensured that the event captivated and enthused
community members, students, parents and staff.
It was a shining example to the next generation of
talented students, both academically, spiritually
and physically.
It was remarkable to note that almost every student in year 11 last year achieved a grade 4 or higher in each of their GCSEs and that so many students made better than expected progress last
year. The headteacher also reported that every
group of students for mathematics, science and
English achieved above the national average of 100
in their GL assessments, except for one subject in
one year group.
Parents and staff also were thanked for their perseverance in achieving a 95.5% attendance last year –
the highest attendance record at the school for
many years
Lincoln’s speech was a reminder of the lengths
that staff have gone to in providing extra-curricular
activities for our students, such as Thorpe Park and
the end of year barbecue, even during lockdown.
We remind ourselves that the school continues to
develop a community with authentic relationships
and that collectively, as parents, staff and community members, we also seek to foster a secure, spiritual and caring environment for our children.
Without doubt, these are the strengths of our wonderful school.

Remembrance Day
Remembrance Day on 11.11 marked the very day
that World War One ended in 1918. We held a twominute silence at the Peace Garden to remember
those who have died in conflict.
The event included a few words by Enoch Kanagaraj, a Prayer by the Deputy Lieutenant Dr Amjad
Hussain Shah DL Reveille, Exhortation by Sharon
Platt-McDonald, laying the wreaths from members
of the community, including some of our own students.
Following this, poems were read by Stanborough
Primary school and inspirational messages given
by Pastor Ian Sweeny, President BUC, SDA Church
Cllr Annie Brewster, Vice-Chairman, Dean Russell
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(MP), Watford Pastor Rafaat Kamal, President Trans
-European Division Cllr Asif Khan, County Councillor Harjit Singh, DL Prayer.

-word translation. Electronic dictionaries and other dictionaries that provide meanings of words
are not permitted.
10.No playing devices will be allowed in the school
during the two weeks of examinations. They will
be confiscated if students are found playing video games, etc, on them. Students may be allowed
to bring laptops for revision purposes only.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. We will remember them (Robert Laurence
Binyon 1869-1943)

Year 11 Mock Exams
GCSE mock exams will commence on Monday 22
November 2021 and will continue until Monday
6th December 2021, inclusive. The school has
made the following arrangements for the mock
exams:

nd

1. Your child has been given a timetable which lists
the timing and duration of each exam.
2.Full school uniform MUST be worn. If your child is
not dressed in FULL uniform, they will not be
allowed to enter the examination hall.
3.Morning exams commence at 9.00 AM. Afternoon exams commence at 1.30 PM. Students are
expected to attend morning registration on days
when they have morning exams. Afternoon registration will be held in the exam hall.
4. Students are expected to remain in school between exams. A room will be made available for
them to study If they have exams both in the
morning and afternoon.
5.Lunch arrangements – students will be required to bring a packed lunch for each day of
the exams. They will have lunch in the cafeteria
from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm.
6.Students have been allocated candidate numbers and they must sit in the seat allocated.
7.Students should come prepared for their exams
with a calculator, ruler, pencil, pens and eraser, as
required. They will not be allowed to borrow. Only
clear plastic pencil cases are allowed. Additionally, only clear plastic water bottles, without labels, are allowed in the examination hall.
8.Mobile phones or other unauthorised electronic devices are NOT allowed in the examination
hall. Please encourage your child to leave their
mobiles at home, or with the school receptionist.
9.In subjects other than the English language, ESL
students may use a dictionary that provides a one

Please remember the school’s policy on mock examination results. As the school has high expectations, we expect students to obtain minimum of
grade 4. If your child does not achieve a grade 4,
they may be required to attend extensive intervention to help them to catch up.
The school also would like you to impress upon
students the importance of arriving to the exam on
time. They should be outside the examination hall
10 minutes prior to the start of their exam. If a
student arrives later than half an hour for an exam, they will not be permitted to sit the exam.
If you have any queries or concern about the
above, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Nalli on
wnalli@stanboroughpark.herts.sch.uk

STEM Club
From this academic year,
we would like to reinstate the STEM club,
which includes the first
Lego® league competition (robotic challenge).
LEGO® league guides
young people through
STEM learning and exploration from an early age. From discover to explore, and then to challenge, students will understand the basics of STEM and apply their skills in an
exciting competition while building habits of learning, confidence and teamwork skills along the way.
The school has attended many competitions in the
past under the guidance of Mr Nalli. We are very
excited to see the club starting this half term and
would encourage more students to join the club.
Part of the fun involves students building and programming a robot that performs a variety of tasks.
This challenge will explore the potential of young
minds and foster an interest in becoming engineers in the future.
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Stanborough Secondary School PTA Annual General Meeting
Held on Thursday 30 September 2021
PTA Executive Committee
Final Report for Academic Year 2020/2021
Achievements:
1. Vibrant PTA executive team working together
towards a common goal.
2. Communicated with parents to have their voices heard.
3. Scouted for new parents to join the school.
4. Held two meetings with the proprietors and
members of the board of governors.
5. Worked closely with the headteacher to foster a
good working relationship with staff and parents.
6. Commenced the journey to form an active
alumni association.
7. Held a successful walkathon fundraising event.
PTA Bank Account
Description amount
September 2020, opening balance – £3,866.63
September 2021, closing balance – £4,529.62
Financial report: Income and Expenditure
Description
September 2020, opening balance
Income from walkathon
Monthly well-wisher donations
PTA donations to the school
September 2021, closing balance

Amount £
£3,866.63
£1,053
£50
£441
£4,529.62

Focus for the academic year 2021–22
1.
2.
3.
4.

Work as a team towards one goal.
Drive to get all parents involved in PTA activities.
Organise more fundraising activities.
Scout for new pupils for the school and thus
grow parent numbers.
5. Communicate with parents to have their voices
heard.
6. Work closely with the headteacher to foster a
good working relationship with staff and parents.
7. Continue the journey to have an active alumni
association.

New Staff
April Cowen is excited to
be joining Stanborough
Park School soon as head
of marketing.
April holds a first-class
marketing with honours
degree from Greenwich
University and achieved
Qualified Teaching Status
in conjunction with Buckingham University. She
joins the school with well over two decades of creative, education and marketing communications
experience, from a range of organisations both in
the not-for-profit and corporate sectors.
April, who is enthusiastic and dedicated to making
a difference to the lives of young people, worked as
a primary school teacher in her early career. She
has also served as a governor and chair of governors on the board of a local primary school and has
volunteered for several organisations, including St
Albans Hockey Club and The Talking Newspaper.
Creative and passionate for the job at hand, she
enjoys working with people to create the best outcomes and to exceed expectations. She is looking
forward to getting to know the school better and
will be working to promote a greater awareness of
the school and its accomplishments, not only in
Hertfordshire but in the UK and globally.
Mrs Annalisa Buraglio
Molteni is the new librarian at Stanborough
School and is so excited to
join such a vibrant team.
Born in Italy, she moved
to the UK almost 10 years
ago. Annalisa holds a degree in modern languages and is fluent in
English, Italian, French
and Spanish. She is no stranger to Stanborough
School as she occupied the same role some years
ago before taking up a position as a private tutor,
translator and interpreter. Annalisa is a Seventh
Day Adventist and has been attending Stanborough Park Church with her family since their conversion in 2015. Her main passions are volunteering
(she is the manager of a local food bank), cooking
(she is a vegan cook, specialising in food allergies)
and, of course, she loves reading!
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Student Association President – Prem

to do with your family.

I am delighted to have this chance to show my
worth and lead a new and improved student organisation. I will assist in addressing all issues and
concerns raised by students, and I will organise
more activities and enjoyable nights for students to
unwind from their busy school days, such as movie
nights. During my short period as president, I will
help to instigate significant improvements at the
school.

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer
online

Safeguarding – Online Safety At Home
Online gaming
With most young people now learning from home,
they will be spending more time online doing their
schoolwork, playing games or socialising. Technology is hugely beneficial for education, as well as to
stay connected with friends and family. However, it
is important that we all consider how we can help
keep young people safer online during this lockdown, and in the future. Here is some information
about what your child may enjoy online and what
you can do to help keep them safer.
Online games are social activities, and most have
features that allow young people to chat with others while they play. For information about the positives of gaming, the risks of ‘in-game chat’ and
measures you can take to help protect your child,
watch this short video:
In-game chat: a guide for parents and carers
Sharing images and videos
Young people often share images or ‘selfies’ and
there is potential for some of those to be nude or
nearly nude images. Young people share ‘nudes’
for several reasons, and some situations are riskier
than others.
For information about the contexts in which images are shared and how best to respond, take a look
at nude selfies: a parent’s guide.
More information?
Thinkuknow is the education programme from the
National Crime Agency’s Child Protection Command CEOP (NCA-CEOP). Their aim is to protect
children and young people from sexual abuse
online.
For more information, advice and guidance, visit
their parents website and download their home
activity worksheets for fun, online safety activities

Have an ongoing conversation: continue to talk
about the apps, games and sites they like to use,
what they like and do not like and any concerns
they may have about being online. Discuss with
them when to unfollow, block or report. For help
starting this conversation, read having a conversation with your child.
Make sure they know where to go for support:
remind your child that they can always speak to
you or an adult they trust if anything happens
online that makes them feel worried or upset. Remind them that they will not be in trouble and
that you are there to help. For a breakdown of reporting services, visit:
Supporting your child with reporting unwanted
content online
Make sure they know about NCA CEOP: young
people can report a concern about grooming or
sexual abuse to NCA CEOP at https://
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get support from a specialist child protection adviser.

Punctuality
We wish to emphasise the importance of being in
school on time as there have been numerous incidents of some families routinely arriving at school
at 9.00 a.m.
School starts daily at 8.35 a.m. Students need to be
in their class line at 8.40 a.m. so that they can start
their form time promptly. Children who arrive late
are greatly disadvantaged because they miss starting the day with their peers and the beginning of
lessons. This means that they are often unsettled
and confused about tasks. Their teacher will not
always be able to re-explain work.
It is also very important that children establish
good routines and habits in preparation for the rest
of their lives. Punctuality is a life skill that they need
to develop while they are young.
It is essential that you ensure that your child arrives
at school on time to prevent disruption to your
child’s own learning and that of others.
We will continue to focus on this area with children
through class work and school assemblies.
We are required to monitor punctuality and at-
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tendance. Ongoing lateness (after the class register has been taken) is classified as an unauthorised
absence and this is contrary to the Education Act.
We understand that there may be rare occasions
when you are late due to unforeseen circumstances. On these occasions please make sure that you
contact the school office to inform us when you
will arrive.
Should a student be late to school, at the start of
the day:
 They will receive a detention at lunchtime with
the headteacher if they are late twice in two
weeks (if they live in Watford).
 They will receive a detention at lunchtime with
the headteacher if they are late twice in three
weeks (if they live outside of Watford).
 A letter will be sent home if students receive two
detentions for lateness in a half term.

GCSE examinations next year
Given the significant impact that COVID-19 has had
on examinations over the last two years, we felt
that it would be useful to update you on the decisions made by DfE and Ofqual for the GCSE summer examinations for June 2022.
Summary of Ofqual and DfE decisions on GCSE
Examinations 2022
As set out in consultation, DfE is responsible for decisions that relate to the scope of the subject content to be taught and assessed. Ofqual is responsible for decisions that relate to the assessment of
the subject content. Possible changes to examinations include:
1. Optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history, ancient history and geography.
2. Delivery of practical work in GCSE biology,
chemistry, physics, and combined science.
3. GCSE art and design to be assessed on their
portfolio only.
4. Exam boards will provide advance information
about the focus of the content of the exams for
all GCSE subjects (except GCSE English literature, history, ancient history and geography) for
the summer 2022 exams. The intention in
providing advance information is that it will support revision by students. Therefore, the DfE has
confirmed that advance information will be provided by 7 February 2022 at the latest.
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5. Students will be given a formulae sheet for
GCSE mathematics in summer 2022.
6. Students will be given a revised equation sheet
for GCSE physics and combined science in summer 2022, covering all the equations required in
the subject content.
Please follow the links below for further guidance.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-asand-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposedchanges-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-alevels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project
-and-aea/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-alevel-project-and-aea

Mathematics Challenge
The maths department has been posting a challenge every Thursday since the middle of September. Enthusiasts can put their mathematical and
sometimes linguistic abilities to the test to find a
solution by the following Wednesday before the
solutions are posted in the mathematics corridor.
We are delighted to have staff members joining in,
and for the first time since its launch, Mr Nalli has
been outwitted by Mrs Kolarova who won the challenge posted on 7 October.
Students who submit the first correct solution receive three merits, the second will get two merits
and the third one merit. To up the stakes we will
be giving a prize to the student who has the most
merits at the end of the autumn term.
For parents who want to participate in a challenge,
here is one for you: email your responses to Mrs
Venter at lventer@spsch.org or Mrs Brambilla at
lbrambilla@spsch.org
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Extra Curricular Clubs—Autumn 2
Day

Monday

Club

Teacher

Room

Year

Time

Duke of Edinburgh

Mrs Brambilla/ Mrs Hussey

214

9 and 10

3.35 – 4.15

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

1.30 – 2.25

Orchestra

Ms Ahn

204

All

3.35 – 4.30

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Dodgeball

Mr Larter

Gym

All

3.40 – 4.30

STEM Club – LEGO
Competition

Mr Nalli

Sports
Room

Selected pupils

1.50 – 2.20

Debate Club

Mr Amo

119

All

3.35 – 4.30

Music Tech

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Choir

Ms Ahn

204

All
(Compulsory
for KS3)

1.55 – 2.25

Public Speaking –
(StanB Talks)

Mrs Hussey

118

All

3.35 – 4.30

Painting Club

Ms Sinclair

Art Room

Year 7 to 9

3.35 – 5.00

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Year 11 Extended Day Timetable – Autumn 2
Day
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday

Time

Subject

Teacher

1.55 – 2.15

French

Mr N’Guessan

3.35 – 4.30

Geography

Mr Amo

Mathematics

Mrs Venter

3.35 – 4.30

Mathematics

Mrs Brambilla

1.55 – 2.15

Chemistry

Mrs Anderson

3.35 – 4.30

History

Mr Amo

3.35 – 4.30

Art

Ms Sinclair

1.55 – 2.15

Biology

Mrs Gengan

3.35 – 4.30 (odd week)
3.35 – 4.00 (even week)
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Events and key dates

CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS
Please see the link below to view all the topics that
students have been taught so far during this half
term. It is important that students look through
these topics as it will help them to revise effectively
for their exams.
https://www.spsch.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/11/Curriculum-overview-2021-22Autumn-2-.pdf

22 November
-3 December

Year 11 Mock Exams

2 December

Open Evening 17:30

7 December

Carol service 19:00
School ends
15:30
Christmas Dinner for Staff

8 December

Non-uniform Day

15 December

Non-uniform Day

17 December

Celebration assembly
School ends
13:30

Theodore—Vice President of the Pupil Association
It is with great excitement
that I write this to you. I
have been selected by the
students to become the
vice president of the student association. My first
priority as vice president
would be to always support my president and
give him feedback. My
second priority is to listen to the students and truly
give them a platform to induce any changes that
they seem fit for our noble institution.

5 January

12:30

Students return to school

Enrolment is open!
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to discuss our
admissions procedure further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.

Stanborough School
Newsletter

19 November 2021
Stanborough Park
Watford, Hertfordshire WD25 9JT
www.spsch.org
info@spsch.org
01923 673268

Contacting a member of staff
We are always looking at ways to increase
parental engagement and have introduced a
new way for parents to contact members of
staff. If you need to contact a member of staff,
please feel free to use the Contact page on our
website. Members of staff will get back to you
within 48 hours.
http://www.spsch.org/contact/

