Stanborough
School
Newsletter
08 October 2021
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)

Welcome Back Assembly
For our ‘welcome back’ assembly, I focused on
one of the school’s values for the Autumn term –
respect and kindness.
In my assembly message I called upon our students to think about kindness in three ways:
1. Be kind to yourself
2. Be kind to others
3. Be kind to the environment
Be kind to yourself
I urged all our students to be kind to themselves.
This past year has been difficult for everyone; children and young people, especially, have seen unprecedented disruption to education and society.
They now face an uncertain future as society
starts recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Be kind to others

experience a better day, they are more likely themselves to offer a kind word to someone else in turn.
By this act, the wave of positivity ripples out across
the school community – and beyond.
Unfortunately, the opposite is also true. Unkind
words and deeds damage the culture of our school
by making someone else’s day worse; that person’s
negative experience may also ripple out and they
might pass the negativity on to others. We are all
keen to avoid such negative behaviour, and, therefore, I appealed to all our students to think of the
impact their words and deeds have on others –
and to think before they speak or act.
I spoke of the importance of making certain that
everyone felt welcome, felt included, and felt they
belonged at Stanborough. Over this past year, we
have observed issues in wider society with regard
to discrimination and prejudice, and we are determined that Stanborough will remain an inclusive,
welcoming community.

Being kind to others is a foundation stone of our
school culture. We expect everyone in our school
community to treat one another with kindness.
We recognise nobody is perfect, and sometimes
we all make mistakes – but when this happens,
setting things right is an essential part of our
learning and growth.

Therefore, it is everyone’s responsibility to make a
special effort to guarantee that this happens, and
that everyone ‘belongs’ – no matter what their
faith, their background, where they originate, the
colour of their skin, their gender or sexual identity
or orientation, their family or their own selves.

In the assembly, I spoke of how a single act of
kindness has a ripple effect, improving life at the
school for countless others. A kind word, helping
someone out when they are having difficulties, or
noticing when someone else is struggling, can all
help make someone’s day better, and when they

We are fortunate at Stanborough to have a wideopen, rural site with plenty of green spaces, and
students were reminded of the importance of
keeping our environment clean and tidy.

Be kind to the environment

It is essential that we all respect our beautiful envi-
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ronment. This includes reducing our waste, caring
for our surroundings and placing all our litter in the
bins provided. We will not tolerate any disrespect
toward the environment at Stanborough – and we
wish to instil good habits in our young people to
ensure that they care for the environment, both
within our school, as well as beyond.

in learning from home, providing they are well
enough to do so.

Mr James - Headteacher

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated

COVID-19 Update

4. Follow public health advice on testing, selfisolation and managing confirmed cases of
COVID-19

Mixing and ‘Bubbles’
It is no longer recommended to keep
children in consistent groups
(‘bubbles’). This
means that we will
discontinue the use
of ‘bubbles’ in school
from this autumn
term. As well as enabling flexibility in
curriculum delivery, this means that normal assemblies may resume, and we no longer need to
make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at
lunchtime. Face coverings are no longer a requirement for pupils, staff and visitors, either in classrooms or in communal areas.
Self-isolation
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they
live in the same household as someone with
COVID-19 or are in close contact with someone
who has COVID-19, according to the following provisions:
 they are fully vaccinated
 they are below the age of 18 years 6 months
 they have taken part in or are currently part of
an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
 they are unable to be vaccinated for medical
reasons
Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and
young people aged under 18 years 6 months, who
usually attend school and have been identified as a
close contact, should continue to attend school as
normal. They do not need to wear a face covering
within the school, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on
public or dedicated transport. Remote education
school attendance is mandatory for all students of
compulsory school age. However, in the event that
a student has to self-isolate, we will support them

Control Measures
We will continue to:
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes

Symptoms and testing
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of
transmission of infection within the school. As previously mentioned, we will offer two tests on-site.
Thereafter, your child should continue to test twice
weekly at home until the end of September, at
which time the government will review this.
COVID-19 vaccination
The COVID-19 vaccination will reduce the chance of
suffering from the COVID-19 virus. Similar to all
medicines, no vaccine is completely effective, and
it takes a few weeks for the body to build up protection from the vaccine. Some people may still be
infected with COVID-19 despite having a vaccination; however, this should lessen the severity of any
infection. It is not possible for the COVID-19 infection to be caused by the vaccine.
Similar to all medicines, vaccines may lead to side
effects; however, most of these side effects are mild
and short-term, and not everyone experiences
them. The team will be administering the Pfizer
vaccination. Following the advice of the Chief Medical Officer and Public Health England, the COVID19 mass vaccination programme has been extended to include all 12 to 15-year-olds in Hertfordshire.
The School Aged Immunisation Team have been
commissioned to deliver the programme in all secondary schools in Hertfordshire.
Date: Mon, 11 Oct 2021 A response is required.
You must accept or decline this vaccination by
completing the online form.
Please click this link Covid Consent Form and complete the
form. You will need this unique
code number EE117640 which
identifies your child’s school. The
electronic link will close at 12:00
pm on Sun, 10 Oct 2021.
https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/#!/
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Meet The Head Girl

Meet the Parent Governor

My name is Leah, and I
am 15 years old. I have
been at Stanborough
since Year 7, having
moved up from the primary school. A little
about myself – my favourite colour is blue; I
love reading books, especially mystery and
crime books, and I enjoy a healthy balance of
TV. My favourite sport is swimming and I enjoy
playing games, especially, as I like to win.

I am pleased and at
the same time humbled to be trusted by
parents to represent
you all as Parent
Governor from September 2021.

I’m very hard working and
I’m very critical of myself
in the sense that I always
want to do my best. I enjoy meeting up with
friends and going places
and sometimes trying
new things, as long as it
doesn’t involve rats, needles and heights. I enjoy
doing art and this is one of
my portraits that I drew.
I hope to do my duty as head girl to the best of my
ability and be a great role model. If you see me in
the corridor, feel free to come and talk to me.

Meet The Head Boy
My name is Lincoln and
I am a very emotional,
passionate person. I
have a strong imagination, so I love to write in
English. I enjoy doing
art, making music, and
acting. Biology is my
favourite science subject, and to be honest, I
can binge watch an
entire science series
during the weekend. I'm not perfect and I do have
flaws, but that's my humanness, and it helps me to
being vulnerable around others. When you meet
me, you'll probably see me with a smile on my face,
and I aim to be a person you can talk to and trust. It
is my pleasure to be head boy and to attempt to fill
the shoes of those before me. I am honoured to
have your trust and I will reflect that support to all
the students and my fellow peers.

I am committed to
the school Vision
and Ethos and to
improving education for our children. I have confidence that we are
moving in the right
direction and will
use all my experience over the years
to support the development and growth of the
school as Parent Governor.
I will work to highlight to the Board of Governors
how the decisions made will impact the school
from a parent's perspective.
I expect to create more links with the PTA and
build on what has been achieved during my tenure
as PTA president. I will therefore work towards fostering even better and more successful
events through links with the Board
of Governors and the PTA Executive Team.
I will keep a live communication channel which will
enable me to positively work to bring a parental
perspective to the issues discussed at the board.
Please feel free to contact me anytime on my email
ekansere@gmail.com.
I wish all parents, pupils and the school body an
excellent academic year 2021/2022.
Mrs Esther Kansere

OUR CURRICULUM THIS HALF TERM
Our approach to teaching and learning is designed
to support children’s natural curiosity and stimulate their creativity. It offers children the opportunity to work in depth, giving them the time they
need to reflect, consolidate and transfer their learning. Each half term, teachers create a curriculum
overview, so that students and parents are aware of
what is being taught. Having knowledge of the
topics will allow students to revise thoroughly before their half term tests. Please see link below for
the curriculum overview for Autumn 1: https://
www.spsch.org/about/curriculum/
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Community Service Day
Generating Change and Improving Lives in Watford

find a purpose and make the most of the place
they live in.

There is a sense of belonging in Stanborough Secondary School that is noticeable from the moment
you step through the gates. Students sit at the
heart of everything we do, and every day we strive
to make a difference in the lives of the members of

This was evident when, on the 1st of October 2021,
we reached out to our local community here in
Watford for a Community Service Day. Members of
the Stanborough Secondary School community set
aside classroom learning, homework and other as-

pects of daily academic life to fully dedicate themselves to serving the Watford community. With a
group of more than 70 people, we worked on projects both on and off campus, and we ended up
serving more than five constituent groups and organisations located throughout Watford.

the school’s community and give our children the
tools they need to be successful in life. Our community is diverse and welcoming, and we actively
seek to integrate new families and staff into the
fold, making sure everyone feels supported. We
help people come together, overcome barriers,

Community service activities included painting
fences, working at the food bank and packing bags
at One Vision, a community-based charity that provides support to individuals and families in need.
These activities also involved taking gifts to sick
children at Watford General Hospital and collecting
donations for Mencap, a UK charity for people with
learning disabilities.
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With so many students going to so many places in
one morning, Community Service Day ended up

being a considerable operation. I believe the students' flexibility was critical to pulling it all off. The
nurses at the general hospital said, “We want to
thank our students for caring and their kindness to
the people we serve and congratulate them on
their achievements”.
This day is an embodiment of our core values –
courage, respect, resilience and excellence – and
our school motto of ‘God is the master of our
school’.

5

Ephesians 2:10 says, ‘God has made us what we are
and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long
ages ago he planned that we should spend these
lives in helping others’. This means we should use
our talents and gifts to contribute to others

throughout our lives. To be a giver, not a taker.
There are countless options for community services at Stanborough Secondary School, and we
should remember that, but Community Service
Day, where we stop our normal academic routine,
provides a different kind of affirmation in what we
believe in as a school.
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Year 11 Extended Day
Thank you for attending the Year 11 meeting. We
appreciate your support and hope to continue to
work together for your child’s success. We have extended the school day from 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm on
Monday–Thursday. This will ensure that your son/
daughter gets the necessary support as he/she
works towards completing his/her GCSE. Students
are required to attend all the classes that are relevant to him/her. Class registers will be taken for
each session. We will contact you if your son/
daughter does not attend these classes. Nonattendance may adversely affect their overall success in the forthcoming exams. The timetable will
be as follows:
Day
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Time

Subject

Teacher

1.55 – 2.15

French

Mr N’Guessan

3.35 – 4.30

Geography

Mr Amo

Maths

Mrs Venter

3.35 – 4.30
(odd week)
3.35 – 4.00
(even week)
3.35 – 4.30

Maths

Mrs Brambilla

1.55 – 2.15

Chemistry

Mrs Anderson

3.35 - 4.30

History

Mr Amo

3.35 – 4.30

Art

Ms Sinclair

Please contact the Year 11 Form Tutors, Mr AmoAdjei and Mrs Brambilla, if you have any queries.

Class Timetable
Parent, please note that you
can find the full class timetable for the academic year 2021
–2022 on school website.
https://www.spsch.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Stanborough-Class-TT2021-22-V11.pdf

Teaching and Learning
During the first few weeks of students returning to
school, we have focused on creating a positive
learning environment for our learners.
Why Are Learning Environments Important?
The learning environment of a classroom is vital to
progress and attainment and impacts students in
many ways. A negative learning environment, or a
setting that adversely affects student learning, can
affect students in many ways, such as low student
achievement, poor behaviour, student anxiety or
depression. We work to maintain a positive learning environment, or one that allows students to

feel supported and confident as learners. We want
our students to be hard workers and have high
achievement levels.
What do we do to make the classroom-learning
environment one where students thrive?
Elements of a Positive Learning Environment:
 A Sense of Order: All students need structure
and want to know that their teacher does not
only know how to manage the classroom. It is
the teacher’s responsibility to provide clear behavioural and academic expectations right from
the beginning – students should constantly be
aware of what is expected of them.
 Planners: These are to be placed on the desks
at the start of the lesson, so that students can
check their presentation throughout the lesson,
refer to the stationery required in every lesson,
refer to and update their targets, write their
homework in them and be reminded of the
school’s behaviour expectations and classroom
code.
 Seating Arrangements: Previously, we were
required to ensure that all tables and chairs
faced the front and were two metres apart. This
was due to regulations relating to COVID-19.
However, as restrictions have been lifted, teachers are now required to rearrange their tables to
encourage more opportunities for paired and
group discussion.
 Seating Plan: As we have a broad range of abilities within each subject and most subjects do
not have sets, it is imperative that a seating plan
is devised to enable students to work with peers
of an appropriate ability. This is also to ensure
that all students with specific educational needs
are being catered for.
 Differentiation: This is important because we
have a broad range of abilities and students with
a variety of needs. Our main form of differentiation is by way of outcomes. All teachers are required to refer to the ALL, MOST and SOME outcomes/success criteria to ensure that all students
can access the learning taking place in the lesson and are appropriately challenged.
 Peer and Self-assessment: Last year, it was reported that students do not frequently self, and
peer mark their work. As feedback is essential for
moving learning forward, students will be required to peer or self-assess in most lessons. This
will usually take place at the end of the lesson
and teachers are required to devise a peer and
self-assessment timetable to remind students of
when they will be marking work.
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Homework Timetable
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Music

Chemistry

Computer
Science

French/
Spanish

Business/
Comp Science

Maths

English

Maths

Maths

Spanish/French

Computer Science

Maths

Geography

History/
Music

Biology

Monday

Spanish

Business/Comp Sci

English

Art

Physics

Art/Geography

Chemistry

Physics

French

History

Biology

Maths

Art

Music

Music

Food Technology

Computer Sci

Biology

Biology

Religious Education

Physics

Tuesday

Wednesday

Music/
Geography

Chemistry

Physics

Art

English Language

English Language

Chemistry

Maths

History/
Art

English Language

English Lit

Religious Studies

Religious Studies

Spanish
History

Maths

Biology

English

English

Religious Education

Maths

Food Technology

Maths

Geography

English

English Lit

English Language

Chemistry

History

History

Physics

Physics

Geography

Religious Education

Spanish/
French

Chemistry

Thursday

Friday

French

Maths

Food Technology
30 minutes per subject

Homework can help to consolidate pupils’
knowledge, help them to understand new topics,
develop research skills and revise for their tests. Pupils are required to write the homework in their
planners, complete it and hand it in on time. Subject teachers must adhere to the timetable and upload the homework onto SMHW (Show my Homework) on the school website. Parents are expected
to sign their child’s planner, which will be checked
by the form tutor, every Monday.
Do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any
queries.
Eileen Hussey (Assistant Head teacher)
ehussey@stanboroughpark.herts.sch.uk

30 - 40 minutes per subject

Duke of Edinburgh Award:
We are excited to inform you that meetings for the
Duke of Edinburgh Award at Stanborough School
started on Monday 13th September 2021. These
meetings will take place weekly between 3:30 and
4:15pm. The programme will be run by Mrs Brambilla and Mrs Hussey.
For the winter and spring terms, participants will
be supported in completing the first three sections
(Skills, Volunteering and Physical) of the Bronze
Award. During the summer term, they will be planning and carrying out the Expedition section.
Please note that all participants will need to complete the first part of the programme before they
are allowed to take part in the Expedition section.
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Congratulations to Our GCSE Students
Eng Language

Eng Lit

Maths

Art

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Business

Music

French

Computing

Geography

RE

Spanish

16

16

16

3

16

15

16

9

6

7

7

16

16

5

16

16

16

3

16

15

16

9

6

7

7

16

16

5

(9-8)

6%

0%

19%

33%

19%

7%

19%

22%

50%

0%

0%

25%

50%

20%

(9-7)

19%

0%

25%

67%

31%

20%

38%

44%

67%

0%

29%

56%

81%

60%

(9-6)

50%

13%

50%

100%

44%

47%

50%

78%

83%

29%

43%

88%

94%

60%

(9-4)

94%

88%

100%

100%

100%

93%

100%

89%

100%

57%

100%

100%

100%

100%

(9-3)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

(9-2)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

(9-1)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

(9-U)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

(9-U)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

15

14

16

3

16

14

16

8

6

4

7

16

16

5

6

6

6

2

6

5

6

4

2

2

1

6

6

2

9

8

10

1

10

9

10

4

4

2

6

10

10

3

6

6

6

2

6

5

6

5

2

2

1

6

6

2

10

10

10

1

10

10

10

4

4

5

6

10

10

3

Number of Candidates: 16
Total Number
%
of
Grades
Awarded

No. of candidates
with (9-4)
No. of female candidates with (9-4)
No. of male candidates with (9-4)
Total number of
female candidates
Total number of
male candidates

We would like to congratulate our Year 11 students
on their excellent results at GCSE level. Students
showed great resilience by rising to the challenge
of a very different school year and have performed
superbly, earning excellent results across the
board. They have been able to develop much
greater ICT and independent learning skills than
we would usually expect of Year 11s. The support of
parents and carers has been crucial as students
dealt with remote learning, the continual worry of
potential isolation and a challenging period of rigorous assessment in school. School staff have risen
to the challenge of taking on many of the functions
of the exam boards this year and have worked in-

credibly hard to ensure that students have had the
opportunity to achieve the grades they deserve.
The main highlights are as follows:
•
100% of students achieved a grade 4 or higher in 9 of the 14 GCSE subjects taken.
•
Half (50%) of the cohort achieved a grade 8 or
9 in Religious Education and Music.
•
Over two-thirds (66%) of students achieved a
grade 6 or higher in Art, Business, Music, Geography and RE.
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Safeguarding
Safeguarding is always treated very seriously at
Stanborough. We would like to start by informing
parents that Mr James has stepped in as the new
Designated Safeguarding Lead from September
2021.
What is safeguarding?
It is about knowing how to keep yourself, your
friends and your family safe while at school, in the
community and on-line. It is about knowing what
‘feels wrong’ – and knowing that you ALWAYS have
somebody to talk to about it. We work together as
a team to stay safe.

9

potential safeguarding) concerns and respecting
the importance of confidentiality.
 Never turning away from a difficult, controversial,
embarrassing topic or conversation at our school.
 Discussing concerns sensibly, with maturity and
consideration.
 Speaking to the right people to seek advice and
support.
 Acknowledging that safeguarding is everyone's
responsibility and working as a team to protect
our students.
Anything that ‘feels wrong’ to you.

OUR CULTURE

Do you have a concern?

 We never turn away from a difficult, controversial, embarrassing topic or conversation at our
school.

If you have any concerns, please contact me, Mr
James, on 07768191872. Alternatively, if I am not
available, you can also contact our Deputy Safeguarding Leads (Mrs Anderson or Mr Nalli) on
01923673268 or https://www.spsch.org/contact/

 We discuss it sensibly, with maturity and consideration.
 We speak to the right people.
 We are here to help each other.

When and what might I be concerned about?
PHYSICAL SIGNS
BEHAVIOURAL CHANGES
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
DIFFERENT PRESENTATION
What can you talk to us about?
We embed this culture by:
•
Recognising that anyone can become a perpetrator, regardless of faith, religion, background or
gender.
 Being aware of school-related issues and trends,
along with knowledge of concerns in the wider
community.
 Being confident of reporting safeguarding (or

Any concerns are passed through members of staff
who are trained as ‘Designated Child Protection
Officers’ in the school, in compliance with the
‘sharing of information’ guidance.
The school will, in most circumstances, endeavour
to discuss concerns with parents about their children. However, there may be exceptional circumstances when the school will discuss concerns with
Social Care and/or the Police without parental
knowledge (in accordance with Child Protection
procedures). The school
will, of course, always aim
to maintain a positive relationship with all parents.
CEOP online safety
game:
Band Runner is a fun
game that puts children’s knowledge about
online safety to the test
by asking them to help
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Events and key dates

characters make safe choices.
With a fun superhero theme, the aim of Cyber Defence Quiz is to answer as many questions as possible in order to unlock the colourful cast of superheroes and villains. The quiz teaches children about a
range of safety topics, such as email attachments,
password strength and cybercrime.

11.10

COVID vaccinations

12.10

Meeting with Parents and Proprietors

Keeping safe online – useful websites

21.10

Meet the Head teacher sessions
(Prospective parents) 09:00–12:00
Speech Night
19:00
School finishes at 13:30

13.10

 Keeping-Under-Fives-Safe-Online.pdf
 On line Safety_.docx
 NSPCC PANTS

Extra Curricular Clubs 2021–2022

Speech Night

These will run from Monday to Thursday only. There
are various clubs before school begins (Music Technology), during lunch and after school. They will not
take place during the first and last weeks of school.
Pupils must select two clubs to attend per week.
They will earn house points for attendance. (Please
contact me if your child cannot do two extracurricular activities).
Day

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Date: Thursday,
21st October 2021

Time: 7pm

Club

Teacher

Room

Year

Time

Duke of Edinburgh

Mrs Brambilla /
Mrs Hussey

214

9 and 10

3.35 – 4.15

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

1.30 - 2.25

Orchestra

Ms Ahn

204

All

3.35 – 4.30

Music Technology

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Outdoor Tennis

Mr Larter

Tennis Courts

All

3.40 – 4.30

Debate Club

Mr Amo

119

All

3.35 – 4.30

Music Tech

Ms Ahn

204

All

8.10 – 8.30

Choir

Ms Ahn

204

All (Compulsory for KS3)

1.55 – 2.25

Public Speaking – (StanB Talks)

Mrs Hussey

118

All

3.35 – 4.30

Painting Club

Ms Sinclair

Art Room

Year 7 - 9

3.35 – 5.00

Enrolment is open!
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to discuss our
admissions procedure further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.
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Contacting a member of staff
We are always looking at ways to increase

parental engagement and have introduced a
new way for parents to contact members of
staff. If you need to contact a member of staff,
please feel free to use the Contact page on our
website. Members of staff will get back to you
within 48 hours.
http://www.spsch.org/contact/

