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Nil desperandum auspice Deo - When God is on our side, there is no cause for despair.  

COVID-19 update  

The Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, announced on 
14.06.21 that he was not able to say that we have 
met all four tests for proceeding with Step 4 and 
feels it is sensible to wait a few more weeks. This 
will give time for the vaccination programme to 
protect people from the virus in light of the new 
variant. He felt confident that we will not need to 
wait beyond 19.07.21. The government will monitor 
the position every day and if, after two weeks, the 
risk has diminished then Step 4 might proceed 
sooner.  

We are therefore advised to keep our current 
protective measures in place until there is a 
further announcement on Step 4 of the roadmap. 
Our current system of controls will continue to be 
implemented. We are encouraging staff, and 
students, where applicable, to continue to test 
twice weekly and student bubbles will remain in 
place. Lateral flow testing kits will be taken home 
by students next week, this includes enough kits 
to last them for the summer holidays.  

All students will enter the school by the student 
entrance. The start time for each student is as 
follows:  

8:30am for KS3 (years 7-9)  

8:40am for KS4 (years 10-11) 

We have been advised to avoid hosting large 
group gatherings indoors for more than one 
bubble, such as assemblies or mass worship. As 
outdoor events are generally lower risk, we are 
considering an outdoor BBQ and Student-Staff 
Cricket match on 7 July 2021 and a school trip on 
8 July 2021. Further information will be sent to 
parents in due course.  

Sports Day  

Sports Day was one day of this academic year, 
where we came together, face-to-face, as a com-
munity. Every year, new stars emerge and remind 
us of what hard work and dedication can achieve.  
Athletes, parents and staff all played their part in 
what is one of the highlights of the school calen-
dar.  

House pride was high on Wednesday 9 June, 
when excited pupils piled onto the athletics track 
at Woodside Leisure Centre for a fun-filled day of 
track and field events.  

There was laughter, there were tears, and there 
was a lot of running, but, in the end, Sports Day 20-
21 will be remembered as a year of tense competi-
tion, exemplary sporting endeavours and  beauti-
ful weather.  

 Please see the link below for the trailer of our 
Sports Day 2021 (a more detailed video will follow 
shortly) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LhyKej8ooFg  

Thank you to all the parents who came along to 
support this fantastic event.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-coronavirus-press-conference-14-june-2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhyKej8ooFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhyKej8ooFg
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Collaboration with Stanborough Primary 
School  

On week commencing 26th April, we were delight-
ed to welcome years 1-6 from our Primary School. 
To ensure they had face-to-face teaching, we invit-
ed them onto our campus due to their school clo-
sure.  On 6th May, some of the Primary School Year 
5 Mathematicians were taught by Mrs Venter, a 
Mathematics specialist, and learnt about adding 
and subtracting negative numbers. The children 
picked up the concept very quickly and asked lots 
of questions to deepen their understanding. They 
were also taught a PE lesson from numerous year 
11 students and a fun computing lesson from Mr 
Vakilpour on week commencing 17th May. Whilst 
being at the Secondary School, they will continue 
to make good use of the facilities and specialist 
teaching opportunities available to them. This has 
also allowed for Mr James and Mrs Madden to 
share good practice in teaching and learning and 
we are hoping that this effective collaboration con-
tinues into the new academic year.  

We expect the Primary School students to be with 
us until at least the end of June 2021.  
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 Year 11 Football session  

The Primary and the Secondary School teamed up 
to do a conjoined PE lesson. Year 11’s prepared and 
demonstrated various games for them to play. The 
first game prepared was by Group 1. Through a fun 
(yet tiring) game of football-in-the-middle, the Year 
5’s and 6’s learned about maths using numbers 
and mathematical terms such as ‘even numbers’ to 
call the pupils out to tackle the ball. They also 
learned about teamwork, yelling out several num-
bers to get them to partake in the game and work 
with their teammates to get the ball into the goal. 
Then, the second group came along, playing relay 
and tic-tac-toe. It seemed as if they must have en-
joyed it, as all the children were playing and run-
ning along. They learned about teamwork and 
strategizing, having to decide which area to put 

and take their noughts and crosses from. There 
was a lot of commotion during this event, as every-
one became very competitive, and it seemed like 
there was no end to the game. However, after a 
tough battle, both the bib teams in Year 5 and 6 
took the victory home. The last group then took 
their turn, playing the original game that the first 
group had switched up. Playing cup-in-the-middle 
(although with a ball), there was a lot of fun to be 
done, as players would constantly dodge and slide 
to make sure that they would take first place. 
Whilst only the Year 5’s were able to play this, they 
had a fun time for sure, as everyone was celebrat-
ing at the end of all the games. Perhaps there will 
be another chance to have a collaboration be-
tween the Secondary and Primary schools, but un-
til that chance comes, I’m sure everyone was hap-
py with the outcome of this activity, and personally, 
I’d love the chance to do it again another time.  

By Thea Frias  

Mathematics master classes for Primary 
School Students   

On Thursday 6 May 2021, 6 delightful Year 5's made 
the journey from the temporary classrooms within 
the Secondary School building, up the stairs into 
the Maths block. They barely heard a word of the 
descriptions of the classroom displays in room 221 
as they were eager to start with the Maths lesson.  

They sat next to each other in a neat row of six, 
working in groups of 3. They did two worksheets on 
decimals and animatedly spoke about the ques-
tions, engaged by the excitement of getting the 
questions correct. They assisted those who strug-
gled and quickly moved on to marking their work 
with green pens, pencils and highlighters.   

With a few minutes of the lesson left I gave them a 
worksheet which required decoding a message by 
adding or subtracting negative numbers. Using the 
number line stuck above the board, they quickly 
learnt that two negative make a positive. Little eyes 
would light up as the new concept dawned on 
them and they grasped a Year 7 algebraic rule. 
They were very surprised that the decoded mes-
sage had nothing to do with Mathematics, instruct-
ing them to 'keep calm and drink tea!'  

Once they stuck all the notes into their books and 
the Maths lesson was now over, they then noticed 
the classroom displays around the room. With little 
time I briefly explained some of them and then re-
luctantly we left the Secondary School to join the 
rest of their class in PE. Along the way they eagerly 
shared stories and asked if they could visit again, or 
if I would come and see them again.  

Their enthusiasm and excitement is infectious and 
a tribute to both 
Miss Keshishian and Mrs. Madden's hard work. 
Thank you for the opportunity to share in their de-
light!  

Mrs Venter (Mathematics Teacher)  
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Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award 

The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award (DofE) is the world's 
leading youth achievement 
award for 14–24-year-olds, 
with over 438,000 young 
people currently 
participating in the DofE in 
the UK. Confidence, 
resilience, teamwork, are just 
some of the skills young people develop through 
their DofE.  

Starting from September 2021, students in year 9 
and 10 will be offered the chance to participate in 
this award. At the moment, we aim to offer the 
Bronze award, with the possibility of extending to 
the Silver award from September 2022. 

Parents are invited to an information evening on 
Tuesday 29th June to provide you with all the 
details on how the programme will be run and to 
answer any questions that you might have. A link 
for the event will be sent closer to the time. 

Should your child be interested in participating, 
please contact Mrs Brambilla  
https://www.spsch.org/contact/   

Saffy the Dog  

Children at the Primary 

School, have benefited ed-

ucationally and emotional-

ly, increasing their under-

standing of responsibility 

and developing empathy 

and nurturing skills 

through their contact with 

Saffy, the school dog. The 

dog has been a part of 

their family for a few 

months now and we would welcome the oppor-

tunity for Saffy to visit the Secondary School over 

the next few weeks. Initially, this will be for the Pri-

mary students, however we are hoping for Saffy to 

engage with the Secondary students in the new 

academic year.  

Mrs Madden is the legal owner of the dog and as a 
result, will be responsible for her training. Saffy has 

also achieved the PAT PRO (Pets As Therapy) 

award.  

In the interest of health and hygiene Saffy will be 

toileted, in a designated area away from the chil-

dren, when taken out for short walks. Only Primary 

school staff members will clear this away appropri-

ately leaving no trace on the ground, cleaning the 

area with disinfectant if needed. 

This breed of dog has been chosen for its hypoal-

lergenic properties, however, children will not need 

to touch the dog which will relieve the possibility of 

allergic reactions, however small. The Primary 

school have already managed a number of aller-

gies at school and this will be no different for chil-

dren and adults that are allergic to dogs. This breed 

of dog is known for minimal moulting, she is given 

a high quality food and regularly groomed to re-

duce any possibility of allergens. 

Access to the dog is carefully managed and super-

vised and children do not need to have close con-

tact with her, unless permission for this has been 
given. If we are in a position to allow Secondary 

students to be in close proximity of Saffy, we will 

work closely with parents of children who are fear-

ful of dogs to alleviate their fear and to teach them 

how to manage this.  

Interventions  

Despite the excellent progress across all subjects at 
the end of the Spring Term, we are continuously in 
pursuit of raising standards. In Summer 1, we rein-
troduced intervention classes for students whose 
attainment grade was lower than the national av-
erage (grade 4). As children progress at different 
rates, there may be times when a teacher feels a 
child would benefit from an intervention group, in 
addition to everyday class teaching. In some cases, 
this may be because we feel a child is not com-
pletely reaching their potential and may need ‘a 
little extra push’ or it may be to ‘catch up’ in a par-
ticular area. A programme of work was planned for 
these children to close any gaps or address any 
misunderstandings. Interventions lasted around 6 
weeks and we are hoping that these sessions have 
helped students prepare for their end of Summer 1 
tests and their end of year exams.  

https://www.spsch.org/contact/
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Attendance    

Good attendance at school is important for aca-
demic progress, social interaction with peers 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and try 
new activities.  We have a clear expectation that 
students should aim for 100% attendance each half 
term. Congratulations to year 7 and 9y for achiev-
ing 100% class attendance for Spring 2.  

We recognise, however, that illness happens, chil-
dren get sick and there will be occasions when 
your child is too poorly to come into school.  To 
guard against truancy we presume all absence is 
unauthorised until a valid reason is given by a par-
ent or carer.  Should your child’s absence become 
more persistent however, it is important to discuss 
this with the school to see if there are other barriers 
to their attendance. We have recently sent home a 
letter to all parents whose child’s attendance is be-
low 95% for the last half term, as a gentle reminder 
of our expectations.  

Please remember that academic studies have 
shown a direct link between attendance and pro-
gress towards GCSE grades. 19 days of school 
missed per year (attendance of 90%) equals one 
GCSE grade dropped on average.   

There are a few ways in which you can help sup-
port your child’s attendance: 

When ill, ensure the illness is genuine then phone 
the main school number to report the absence.   

If you discover your child is worried about anything 
at school, contact your child’s Form Tutor, in the 
first instance. 

Only take family holidays during the school holi-
days and note that we will not authorise holidays 
during term time. 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 

Year 7 98.75% 96.23% 92.10% 100% 97.81% 

Year 8 96.46% 97.90% 96.66% 94.40% 95.59% 

Year 9x 99.03% 98.06% 95.11% 90.30% 88.18% 

Year 9y 97.04% 100% 96.63% 100% 97.73% 

Year 10 96.45% 98.72% 92.57% 96.90% 97.38% 

Year 11 96.82% 96.21% 85.31% 95.70% 95.07% 

Total 97.82% 97.51% 91.91% 96.20% 95.64% 

95.44% Attendance for the year so far  

Teaching and Learning  

Now that students have returned to school for face
-to-face teaching, Faculty Leaders have ensured 
that the volume of work completed (productivity) 
allows students to move forward in their learning. 
In addition, they have ensured high expectations 
of presentation across the school, which is in line 
with the school’s Presentation Policy and students 
are taking pride in their work. The headteacher has 
completed a cycle of teacher observations, and it is 
very clear that presentation and productivity has 
significantly increased since last year. Faculty 
Leaders are now supporting teachers by scrutinis-
ing the quality of marking and feedback. They are 
giving feedback to each teacher in their faculty 
and setting targets for staff to improve.  

Since 20th April 2021, a rigorous lesson observation 
cycle has been in place, and the Headteacher is 
supporting teachers with effective teaching. As as-
sessment proficiency is part of the school’s peda-
gogy for driving Teaching and Learning, we are 
looking at how well students respond to teacher 
marking and if feedback helps them to make bet-
ter than expected progress. It is expected that stu-
dents will be clear about what they are learning, 
how this relates to what they have done previously 
and what success looks like. Further to this, teach-
ers are being monitored to ensure they systemati-
cally and effectively check students’ understand-
ing throughout the lesson, anticipating where they 
may need to intervene and doing so with notable 
impact on the quality of learning. So far, we have 
seen some excellent practice across the school. To 
share good practice and allow for quality assur-
ance, Mrs. Madden (Headteacher of the Primary 
School) has joined Mr James in some of the obser-
vations. She is looking to embed a similar frame-
work of scrutiny/observations so that there is conti-
nuity and effective transition across both schools. 

Attendance Stats 
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STANBOROUGH COMMUNITY SUMMER FAIR & 5K (5000 metres) WALK CHALLENGE 

Date : Sunday 11th July 2021 (10 - 2pm)  

General Entrance = only £1 per person 

(toddlers in pram free and free if you 

are participating in the walk). 

Family friends and wider community 

welcome. 

5k Walk will start at 10:30am. 

£5 per ticket to enter 5k challenge - (all 

money will be used to buy additional 

equipment for the school e.g. instru-

ments , books , stationary , equipment 

for food tech etc - full accounts availa-

ble upon request from PTA). 

All abilities welcome - walk as slow or 

fast as you like . Wear comfortable 

shoes and check the weather in case it 

rains ! - the walk should take around an 

hour to complete at a relaxed pace. 

All participants will be awarded with a 

Stanborough School certificate upon 

completion in recognition of the 

achievement! 

In the unlikely event that the event 

needs to be cancelled (due to covid re-

strictions from the government etc) all 

tickets will be fully refunded or you can 

choose donate the money to the PTA. 

Food / Refreshment stalls. 

Cake stall , arts and craft activity, book sale, Tea and Coffee. 

All activities 50p (hook the duck, tin can alley, tombola, hoops, bottle flip challenge, beat the goalie, 100m 

sprint and many more) - prizes to be won 

To buy tickets you can: 

 Purchase at School reception  

Or 

 Pay online direct to PTA 

Account Name: Stanborough Secondary School PTA 

Barclays Sort Code: 20-03-84 

Account Number: 33181472 

Please mention: 5K Walk as reference 

Or 

 for further ticket info / if you are interested in a stall / want to get involved and all other info contact / 

WhatsApp—Ash (PTA Events coordinator) on 07976 810043 
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 Contacting a member of staff  

We are always looking at ways to increase 
parental engagement and have introduced a 
new way for parents to contact members of 
staff. If you need to contact a member of staff, 
please feel free to use the Contact page on our 
website. Members of staff will get back to you 

within 48 hours.  

http://www.spsch.org/contact/ 

Enrolment is open!    
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to 
discuss our admissions procedure further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.  

Please see above, the key dates for the next academic year. The aim is to ensure that students 
still have approximately 39 weeks of directed teaching time. However, to allow staff and stu-
dents to be involved in the SEC camp meeting, we are extending the Summer term next year by 
one week and closing the school during the week of SEC camp, should this fall during term time 
(we will inform you of this date as soon as it is released).  

This will ensure that there are equal weeks of study for the summer 1 and summer 2, allowing 
students a much earned half term break after 6 weeks (rather than 8 weeks this year).  

For the full academic calendar dates, please go to: https://www.spsch.org/about/events/ 

 (Stanborough Secondary School Term and Holiday Dates 2021/2022) 

Events and key dates  

21 June Summer Term (second half)  
begins   

21-28 June End of Year Exams 

29 June Duke of Edinburgh's Award  
information evening  

5-7 July GL national assessments for  
English, Maths and Science 

6 July Celebration assembly  

7 July Staff and Pupils Cricket Match & 
BBQ (TBC)  

8 July School Trip & Last day of Summer 
Term (TBC)  

11 July 
Stanborough Community Summer 
Fair & 5K walk challenge.  

Calendar dates for  
next Academic Year  

Autumn term:  

 6 September – 21 October 2021  

 2 November – 17 December 2021  

Spring term:  

 5 January – 11 February 2022  

 21 February – 1 April 2022  

Summer term:  

 20 April – 27 May 2022  

 6 June – 14 July 2022 

http://www.spsch.org/contact/
mailto:info@spsch.org
https://www.spsch.org/about/events/

