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Nil desperandum auspice Deo - When God is on our side, there is no cause for despair.  

Food for thought: 

‘Lord, you are my God; 

    I will exalt you and praise your name, 

for in perfect faithfulness 

    you have done wonderful things, 

    things planned long ago.’ Isaiah 25:1 

‘To praise God in fullness and sincerity of heart is as 

much a duty as is prayer. We are to show to the world 

and to all the heavenly intelligences that we appreciate 

the wonderful love of God for fallen humanity..’ Christ’s 

Object lessons 

COVID-19 Asymptomatic testing 

Following the success of the asymptomatic testing 

programme on our return to School it is vital to keep testing 

at home throughout the Easter holidays (on Mondays and 

Fridays) and into the summer term. Staff and students should: 

• Continue to test themselves twice a week at home (for all 

those who have given consent) 

• Report positive, negative or void results using the report a 

COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test result portal 

• Test before returning to School for the summer term, 

either the night before, or morning of, the first day back to 

find and isolate any positive cases.  

Teaching and Learning   

In our pursuit for outstanding Teaching and Learning at 

Stanborough, we continued to monitor the quality of teaching 

during lockdown and we were delighted to see effective 

online Teaching and Learning taking place.  Students were 

engaged and able to access learning, while they were at 

home. On the rare occasion that students could not access 

learning due to limited IT resources, our IT Manager 

supported them to ensure that they had equipment, including 

Chromebooks.   

Next steps:  

Now that students have returned to School for face-to-face 

teaching, Faculty Leaders will be ensuring that the volume of 

work completed (productivity) allows students to move 

forward in their learning. In addition, Faculty Leaders will be 

ensuring high expectations of presentation across the school, 

which is in line with the school’s Presentation Policy and 

students are taking pride in their work. They will be 

monitoring teachers to ensure that learning is pitched to a 

range of outcomes and children have clear mechanisms and 

routines to demonstrate that learning is taking place. 

From Tuesday 20th April, a rigorous lesson observation cycle 

will commence, and we will be supporting teachers with the 

following:  

1. Effective Modelling - Allowing teachers to impart 

knowledge in order to ensure students are engaged in 

learning and generate high levels of commitment to 

learning. The aim is that teacher modeling will be clear and 

against the success criteria.  

2. Differentiation - Teachers will be supported to use well-

judged and often imaginative teaching strategies that, 

together with clearly directed and timely support and 

intervention, match individual needs accurately.   

3. Assessment proficient learners – We aim for all children to 

consistently respond to teacher marking and feedback as 

this will help them to make better than expected progress. 

Children will be clear about what they are learning, how 

this relates to what they have done previously and what 
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success looks like.  

4. Assessment proficient teaching staff—Teachers will be 

supported to systematically and effectively check students’ 

understanding throughout the lesson, anticipating where 

they may need to intervene and doing so with notable 

impact on the quality of learning. 

Interventions  

Please note that we are reintroducing interventions (catch-up 

lessons) after the Easter break. This is where children receive 

intensive tuition, often targeted at closing gaps in specific 

subject areas. These interventions will take place during 

 

breaktime, lunchtime and after school (remote and face-to 

face). If your child has achieved a grade 3 or lower in any 

subject area or they have failed to make expected progress in 

their Spring 2 assessments, you may receive a letter detailing 

that your child is expected to attend interventions. Please note 

that these sessions are compulsory.   The interventions 

timetable can be found below. 

Mr Kaz James (Interim Headteacher) 

Summer 1 Intervention timetable - Starting week commencing 20th April 2021  

 

    Beak-time  
11:10-11:30pm  

Lunchtime  
 1:30-1:55pm  

Lunchtime   
1:55-2:20pm   

After school 3:35-
4:20pm  

After School via 
Google Meet 4:30-

  
Monday  

  Spanish (Year 7/8/9) 
LM  

  Chemistry   
(Year 7/8/9) AA  

  
English (Year 7/8/9) 

FF  

  
  
  

  Mathematics  
(Year 8) LV  

    English (Year 10) EH       
French (Year 11) EN  

Geography (Year 10)   
EA  

  Chemistry (Year 10) AA  
      

  
Tuesday   

       Mathematics   
(Year 7/8/9) LB  

    

     Physics   
(Year 10/11) WN  

    
  
  

  

Wednesday         Physics  
(Year 7/8/9) 

WN  

  
Computing (Year 

7/8/9) SV  

Geography (Year 
7/8/9) EA  

           
  

Mathematics   
(Year 10/11) LB  

  

  

  Geography  
(Year 10) EA  

  Business Studies  
(Year 11) EH  

  
Thursday   

      French  
(Year 7/8/9) EN  

  
  

  

     
Religious Studies   

  Geography   
(Year 11)  

Biology (Year 11) KG  

  
Friday   

           

         History (Year 10) EA   

  Spanish (Year 10) 
1:45pm  



Stanborough School Newsletter  |   3 

 

Online Mathematics textbooks 

 As a Mathematics department we use various resources to 

support students’ learning. However, we do have a standard 

textbook. The textbook is available in an online version, which 

we recently purchased to allow the students to work from at 

home, while leaving the hard copy at school.  

These are the names of the textbooks:  

For Year 7 and 8; CGP Mathematics GCSE and IGCSE Foundation 

For Year 9, 10 and 11; we use CGP Mathematics GCSE and 

IGCSE Higher.  This would mean that if the Year 9’s, as an exam-

ple, were to purchase one this year, they would continue to use 

it through to GCSE.  Students can purchase them from Mrs 

Brambilla or myself during break and lunch times. The cost is £5 

per card. Please be aware that although it is not compulsory, it 

is strongly advised that they purchase one. We already have the 

cards in stock for the students to purchase as soon as they can.  

Mrs Lara Venter (Mathematics Teacher) 

Parent-Teacher-Association   

 We have been successful in launching a new Parent-Teacher-

Association. The team consists of:   

 Esther Kansere (EK) – President   

 Marie Roswell (MR) – Vice President   

 Ruth Kengere-Otieno (RKO) - Secretary   

 Caroline Bullard (CB) - School Liaison Officer   

 Hasham Khan (HK) - Events Coordinator   

 Eric Nguessan (EN) - School Representative   

The aims of the PTA this year are to reach out to local compa-

nies who will need to be convinced why an Independent School 

needs support. We will also be running a variety of fundraising 

events throughout the year to help collaborate with the local 

community and raise funds for the School. We will continue to 

update the parents on our progress.  

Artistic talents  

My name is Prem and I am student of Stanborough Secondary 

School. I am 15 years old and I won an Art contest in January 

2021 for a painting of Hanuman which I did. The contest was 

organised by The Akshaya Patra Foundation which is a charity 

that provides food for hungry children in India. I won a £25 

Amazon gift card as well as a free art lesson with Sharmin Malik 

who is a renowned and talented artist.  

Hanuman is a Hindu God who is a loved and appreciated warri-

or. Hanuman is a fearless, courageous unbeatable leader who 

is the son of Vayu (the wind God) and his mother was Anjana (a 

celestial nymph). Hanuman led an army of monkeys to help 

Lord Rama, an avatar of God Vishnu, to go to war to save 

Rama’s wife Sita from the evil demon Ravana, King of Lanka.  

Hanuman, the Hindu God, plays a big part in my life. I was born 

in the UK but my family is of Indian descent. My grandparents 

on my mother’s side are Hindus from Uganda and immigrated 

to the UK in the 1970s. My father’s side of the family are from 

Mozambique and immigrated to Portugal in the 1980s. Both 

my mother and father’s family all love and believe in Hanuman. 

This brings us closer together and this is why I chose to paint 

Hanuman.  I have looked up to him my entire life. I used to 

read his stories growing up and Hanuman was always very 

selfless. I particularly remember that he used to stand up to 

bullies at school which is something that relates to modern day 

life and has also given me courage. Hanuman also always did 

what God told him to do however dangerous the task was and 

this is why Hanuman’s faith in God is inspiring to me.   

In this painting, Hanuman is carrying a mountain which con-
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Events and key dates  

April 19th  Staff INSET Day  

April 20th   Summer Term starts   

April 22nd  Virtual Open Day  (7pm) - Prospective parents 

April 20th  GCSE Mini-tests start (Paper 2)   

May 3rd  

19:00 PTA Meeting   

May Bank Holiday   

May 24th  GCSE Mini test start (Paper 3)   

May 25th Non School Uniform Day (TBC) 

May 31st  May Bank Holiday  

June 1st  End of Year Exams start  Yr 7-10  

June 11th  
Last day for Year 11 students (School closes at 
13.30) 

these with us. 

• If your child is ill or absent for any other reasons, contact 

the School on the first day of absence.   

Student Attendance  

 TABLE 1: Autumn1, Autumn 2 and Spring 1 attendance 

(percentage)  

During lockdown, it was an expectation of the school to ensure 

that all students attended registration and lessons. Although 

only 91.91% of students attended school for the period from 

05.01.21-24.03.21, this is mainly due to 10 students, who were 

persistently absent from School (more than 10% absence from 

School) which naturally pulled the overall attendance down. 

Parents of students with an attendance of lower than 90% will 

receive a letter from the Headteacher informing them that the 

absence is highly likely to have a detrimental effect on their 

child’s attendance and academic progress.  Please remember 

that:  

• An average attendance of 80% or less across a child’s School 

career adds up to missing a whole 2 years from school.  

• Being late for school reduces learning time. If your child is 5 

minutes late every day they will miss three days of learning 

each year.  

• If your child is 15 minutes late every day they will miss 2 

weeks of learning each year 

What can you do to help?  

• If you suspect that your child may be missing School or is 

unhappy at School you should contact the School as soon as 

possible so that you can work with them to resolve any diffi-

culties.   

• Be on alert for any particular reasons for non-attendance, 

such as bullying or problems with School work and discuss 

 Number  

of  

students 

Autumn 1  

Attendance 

percentage 

Autumn 2  

Attendance 

percentage 

Spring 1 
Attendance 

percentage 

Year 7 9 98.75 96.23 92.10 

Year 8 12 99.46 97.90 96.66 

Year 9x 5 99.03 98.06 95.11 

Year 9y 6 97.04 100 96.63 

Year 10 10 96.46 98.72 92.57 

Year 11 16 96.82 96.21 85.31 

Total 58 97.82 97.51 91.91 



Stanborough School Newsletter  |   5 

 

Stanborough School 
Newsletter 

13 April 2021 

Stanborough Park 
Watford, Hertfordshire WD25 9JT 

www.spsch.org 
info@spsch.org 

01923 673268 

 
Contacting a member of staff  

We are always looking at ways to increase parental 

engagement and have introduced a new way for parents to 

contract members of staff. If you need to contact a member of 

staff, please feel free to use the Contact page on our website. 

Members of staff will get back to you within 48 hours.  

http://www.spsch.org/contact/ 

Enrolment is open!    
Please note that we are accepting pupils this year. Prospective parents who would like to discuss our admissions procedure 

further, please contact the school at info@spsch.org.  

Important Information from JCQ about the award-

ing of the summer examination results  

As a result of the disruption students and learners have faced 

due to the pandemic, the government has said that many ex-

ams and assessments cannot be held this year in a way which is 

fair to all students. We have received significant guidance from 

JCQ  which we are currently considering and I will update year 

Key information Key dates Duration  

Extensive GCSE exams for two 

weeks 
Starting 9th March 2021 (Completed)  

GCSE mini test (Paper 2) 20th April 2021  2 Weeks  

GCSE mini test (Paper 3) 24th May 2021  2 Weeks  

GPA grades up until Spring 2 

(including Year 10 grades) 
n/a  

Moderation week 6th June 2021 

ART Exam 4th and 5th May 2021 

GCSE grades to be handed in 10th June 2021 

Last day for Year 11 students 

11th June 2021 

 (Note that teachers can invite students back after half term to complete leaderships 

tasks or prep work for A-levels etc. – this is optional for students) 

Last day the school can send GCSE 

results off 
18th June 2021 

11 parents after the Easter holidays.  

The arrangements for this year are designed so that Teaching 

and Learning can continue for as long as possible, so the teach-

ers’ judgement of students’ work should take place as late in 

the academic year as is practical. Please see important dates 

below:  

http://www.spsch.org/contact/
mailto:info@spsch.org
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf?_cldee=YWFwcGxlYnkxLjMxMkBsZ2ZsbWFpbC5vcmc%3d&recipientid=contact-1245d18b38ade4119cf1f0921c10b4b8-d9f8c45fc36a4959a96c131aa2a42995&utm_source=ClickDime

