
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 3rd March 2021 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
 
RE: Awarding and assessing GCSE students this year.  
 
 
It has now been confirmed that students will receive grades determined by schools and 
colleges; students will only be assessed on what they have been taught and no algorithm 
will be used.  
  
Assessment and evidence  
 

 Teachers need to assess their students’ performance - based only on what has 
been taught - to determine the grade each student should receive.  

 Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from throughout the 
course to inform their judgement.  

 Schools should use a broad range of evidence for each student, for each subject 
studied, to determine their individual grades before submitting them.   

 Teachers should determine the final grade as late in the academic year as 
possible and should not be confined to a defined window, to enable teaching to 
continue for as long as possible.   

 We will have to confirm that students have been taught sufficient content to 
allow progression to the next stage of their education in the subjects to be 
studied.  

 Students should continue to work on their non-exam assessments (NEA) for 
subjects such as Art. NEA will be marked by teachers and will contribute to the 
overall grade.   

 
Results day 
 

 The Government has decided that results day will be 12 August 2021.  
 
 
Assessments on March 9th for 2 weeks.  
 
Now that we have received information from the government, stating that all students 
will be returning to school on week commencing the 8th March, year 11 students will be 
sitting assessments from Tuesday the 9th March for approximately 2 weeks. This will be 
for all subjects excluding Art and a timetable is attached.  
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When students do not have an assessment, they are to attend normal lessons, where 
teachers will allow them to study/revise in the classroom.  
 
These assessments will:  
 

 Be used to assess students’ performance and will contribute towards the overall 
grade we send to the exam board for their GCSE result.  

 Allow teachers to assess the learning that has taken place in key topics and allow 
for them to teach to any gaps.  

 Allow students to be aware of their strengths and areas for development moving 
forward.  

 Give students the opportunity to sit assessments under strict exam conditions, 
given that they are yet to have this experience.  

 
Next steps 
 

 Now that we have been given the guidance from Ofqual, staff will be devising a 
plan to identify how they will be assessing and awarding GCSEs this year.  

 This will include the type of assessments and key dates for when 
assessments/assignments/coursework will be taking place (in addition to the 
assessments starting on week commencing 8th March).  

 We will be discussing how Non-exam assessment (NEA) such as Art, will be 
place assessed.  

 We will be deciding when year 11 students will be finishing their studies and if 
time to study at home is required (study leave). Note that students will be 
required to stay on longer than year 11 students have been required to in the 
past.  

 
In the meantime, can I stress the importance of preparing for the assessments, which 
start on 9th March, as these will contribute towards the overall grade awarded. To 
support students with their studies, we will not be setting any homework for them 
unless it directly relates to topics in these assessments.  
 
Should you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via email 
or by phone.  
 
  
Yours Faithfully  
 

 
   Mr K. James 
   Interim Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


