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14th October 2020  

LETTER TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF STANBOROUGH SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Re: Progress of Teaching and Learning 
 
Christian greetings! 
 
I am writing to give you an update on the teaching and learning provision at Stanborough School.  
 
The Education Director at the Trans-European Division (TED), joined me in spending a number of hours on a 
learning walk before the national lockdown. We were accompanied by other senior teachers. We visited a 
number of classes where we sat in and observed a variety of lessons; talked with a number of pupils; scrutinised 
pupil books; discussed planning and assessment with teachers and faculty leaders and examined the learning 
environment and resources. 
 
We were delighted to see significant improvements in the quality of teaching and learning across the school.  
During this visit, Mr James shared the key strategies for improving the quality of teaching, including effective 
marking and feedback as well as engaging learning activities. As Governors, we were impressed with the 
progress that we witnessed. 
 
As you are aware, Mr James and his colleagues have been focusing on raising standards in teaching during the 
past year. Consequently, I am particularly pleased with the outstanding GCSE exam results achieved this year. 
 

• 94% of students achieved a grade 4 in five or more of their GCSE subjects. This is a positive 
improvement in comparison to 89% last year.  

• In the following nine subjects - English Language and Literature, Art, Chemistry, French, Geography, 
History, Music and Spanish - every student achieved a grade 4 or higher. Again, this is a positive 
improvement in comparison to the previous year, where only two subjects namely Geography and 
History had 100% of its students achieving grade 4 or higher. 

• Every subject, except Physics, had a greater percentage of students achieving a grade 4 or higher. 
Please note: Physics only decreased by 1%.  

• In comparison to the National Average, every subject, except Computing and Physics, had a greater 
percentage of students achieving a grade 4 or higher.  

•  50% of our pupils in History and 100% of our pupils in Music are classed as ‘high achievers’ in that 
they achieved either a grade 8, or a grade 9.  

 
As Governors, we would like to thank the Headteacher and his dedicated staff for their commitment to ensuring 
the raising of standards in teaching thereby assuring good learning for our pupils. We also want to thank you, 
our devoted and loyal parents for supporting initiatives that are put in place to enhance the progress of our 
children and their education. 
 
I have also had the pleasure of completing two audits this half term. I focussed on the Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and English as an Additional Language (EAL) departments. I can confirm that 
there is very clear evidence that the School is supporting and challenging students identified in these categories 
and ensuring that they can access the curriculum and make good solid learning progress. I am pleased to report 
that the provision provided by these departments is good. 
 
Governors will continue to visit Stanborough during the second half of the Autumn term to monitor the strategies 
used this year and will give feedback to staff and parents.  
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We would like to remind all parents that our School continues to move in the right direction regarding Teaching 
and Learning. Staff are fully committed to raising standards and as Governors, we will continuously monitor the 
effectiveness of strategies used to improve learning in the classroom. 
In particular, I want to dispel any myths around the poor quality of teaching that takes places at Stanborough 
Secondary School. 
 
We are fully committed to raising standards and improving the quality of education we are providing for your 
child.  
 
 
Thank you 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gina Abbequaye 
Education Director 
 


